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References:  USARV  Reg  525-15,  dtd  13  April  1698;  PCV  Reg  525-2,  dtd  9  May  1968. 
1 .  SECTION  1  -  Operations:  Significant  Activities. 

a.  General:  \j 

(1)  Mission:  The  primary  mission  of  the  1st  Infantry  Brigade,  5th 
Infantry  Division  (Mech)  continued  to  be  to  conduct  pacification,  strike, 
ccunterinf iltration  and  counterinsurgency  operations  throughout  the  populated 
areas  of  Quang  Tri  Province  and  in  Base  Area  101.  (See  Inclosure  2). 

(2)  Operations: 

(a)  During  the  reporting  period  the  Brigade  continued  to  emphasize 
small,  unit  search  and  clear  operations,  combined  operations  with  ARVN,  RF 
and  PF  forces  and  saturation  ambushes  and  patrols  at  night.  The  emphasis 
continued  to  be  on  cutting  the  enemy's  lines  of  communications  between  the 
old  base  areas  in  the  mountains  and  the  population  in  the  lowlands,  as  well 
as  interdicting  his  movement  within  the  populated  areas.  During  the  month 

of  February  the  Brigade  prepared  and  implemented  plans  to  protect' the  local  GVN 
elections  and  in  April  a  Rice  Denial  program  was  initiated.  All  three 
operations  were  planned  and  implemented  in  conjunction  with  GVN  forces. 

(b)  In  addition  to  operations  within  the  Brigade  AO  the  1st  Infantry 
Brigade,  5th  Infantry  Division  (Mech)  conducted  a  series  of  operations 
elsewhere  in  the  3d  Marine  Division  AO.  From  28  February  through  3  March 
and  from  22  March  through  2  April  the  Brigade  fought  two  major  battles 
south  of  the  DMZ  and  west  of  Con  Thien  (See  Inclosure  3,  Battle  of  Cam 
Hung;  and  IncJosure  4,  Operation  Montana  Mauler).  On  16  March  the  Brigade 
began  operations  on  the  Khe  Sanh  Plain.  The  operations  on  the  Khe  Sanh 
Plain  were  conducted  by  an  Armor/Mech  Task  Force  (TF  Remagen)  and  lasted 
until  29  April  (See  Inclosure  5).  From  8  April  through  15  April  the  Brigade 
conducted  Operation  Ellis  Ravine,  which  was  a  search  and  clear,  road  build¬ 
ing  operation  conducted  in  coordination  and  cooperation  with  the  1st  and 

2nd  ARVN  Regts,  1st  ARVN  Division.  During  Ellis  Ravine  a  road  was  opened 
between  LZ  Sharon  (YD335445)  and  Ca  Lu  (YD015455)  giving  the  3d  Marine 
Division  a  route  from  Quang  Tri  to  Vandergrift  Combat  Base  that  could,  with 
a  little  improvement, .be  used  as  a  supply  route  for  Vandergrift  Combat  Base 
should  Route  9  be  closed  (See  Inclosure  6). 
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(3)  Task  Organization:  The  Brigade's  task  organization  was  changed 
as  the  situation  vrarranted  to  provide  forces  tailored  for  each  task. 
During  the  majority  of  the  reporting  period,  the  Brigade  was  organized  as 
set  forth  in  Inclosure  1. 


b.  Operations  in  the  Brigade  AO  (See  Inclosure  2): 

(1)  Background: 

(a)  Intelligence  Estimate:  An  analysis  of  the  enemy  situation  in 
the  Brigade  AO,  coupled  with  an  analysis  of  cordon  and  search  operations 
and  saturation  ambushing  and  patrolling  that  had  taken  place  during  Dec¬ 
ember  1968  and  January  1969  revealed  that: 


_1.  NVA  and  VC  main  force  units  had  not  returned  to  the  populated  areas. 

2.  The  enemy  continued  to  move  in  small  groups,  avoided  contact  and 
usually  refused  to  fight  mechanized  forces. 


3.  A  shortage  of  food  and  personnel  continued  to  force  the  enemy  to 
move  in  small  groups  from  his  base  area  to  the  populated  areas  to  secure 
food  and  intelligence,  and  to  recruit  replacements  for  his  depleted  forces. 


b.  The  infrastructure  had  been  seriously  crippled  by  the  combined 
cordon  and  search  operations  of  November  1968  through  January  1969.  In 
order  to  survive,  the  members  of  the  infrastructure  had  to  move  continuously, 
conduct  their  operations  during  the  hours  of  darkness,  and  attempt  to  recruit 
new  members.  In  addition,  cordons  had  become  less  profitable  because  a 
large  number  of  the  infrastructure  had  been  killed,  captured,  or  run  off 
by  the  constant  combined  ambushing  and  cordoning. 

li.  In  order  for  the  infrastructure  to  survive,  the  enemy  would  have 
to  demonstrate  the  inability  of  allied  forces  to  prevent  enemy  raids  and 
attacks  by  fire  during  Tet,  and  also  would  have  to  disrupt  the  local 
elections  that  were  to  take  place  each  Sunday  in  March. 


jj.  The  enemy's  offensive  capability  was  limited  to  the  conduct  of 
harassing  attacks  (attacks  by  fire,  sniping,  and  the  placement  of  mines  and 
booby  traps),  or  terrorist  activities.  Major  forces  would  have  to  re-enter 
the  area  from  North  Vietnam  before  a  serious  threat  could  be  posed  to  platoon 
or  company  sized  Brigade,  ARVN,  RF  or  PF  units. 

(b)  Operational  Concepts:  To  take  advantage  of  the  enemy  situation 
and  continue  the  pacification  effort  it  was  decided: 

(O  To  continue  the  interdiction  of  the  enemy  movement  from  the  base 
areas  to  the  populated  areas,  and  within  the  populated  area  by  continuing 
to  emphasize  small  unit  (squad  and  fire  team)  operations.  These  operations 
were  to  include  "Hunter-Killer"  operations,  saturation  patrolling  and  sat¬ 
uration  ambushing.  Brigade  forces  ambushed  between  the  population  and  the 
base  area,  and  between  population  centers  while  territorial  forces  ambushed 
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irithin  tho  populated  areas*  An  additional  bonefit  of  the  saturation  ombush- 
inc  and  patrolling  would  be  the  oarly  dotoction  of  tho  entrance. of  large 
enery  forces  into  the  area. 

2,  To  continue  conducting  combined  daylight  ooarch  and  clear  operations 
vrLth  tho  regional  and  popular  forces.  These  operations  were  to  include 
integrating  PF  platoons  and  squads  into  tho  companies  and  platoons  of  the 
Brigade,  using  US  tank  and  mcchaniaod  infantry  platoons  to  block  while  RF 
and  PF  forces  search  an  area,  and  conducting  joint  strike  operations* 

3.  To  discontinue  the  use  of  cordons  for  the  Tet  period  (the  month  of 
February).  It  was  decided  that  because  cordons  were  no  longer  as  prd*i 

fin  +  ^ f  g}  Ko  rrnV'Vi  Vtr>4* v*  +/-»  4- V-»r» 
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forces  for  aiifcushing  and  patrolling. 

Ij.  Tc  continue  maintaining  continuous  liaison  with  Trieu  Phong,  Hai 
Lang,  and  Ttoi  linh  Districts]  Quang  Tri  Province]  and  1st  AP.VU  Rogt  Head-* 
quarters,  in  order  to  be  able  to  roact  to  any  enemy  attack.  This  liaison  was 
to  include  the  establishment  of  secure  voice  and  VHP  point  to  point  circuits 
boti;cen  Bdc,  Sector  and  1st  ARVI  I  and  between  the  Etas  and  Districts.  It  was 
considered  to  be  of  particular  importance  to  bo  nblo  to  react  quickly  to 
cneiy  attack  against  resettlement  villages,  District  or  Provincial  Head¬ 
quarters  and  isolated  PF  platoons.  Joint  plans  were  developed  for  tho  above 
contingencies  ty  the  Brigade,  1st  ARVI!  Regt  and  the  Provincial  forces. 

5.  To  insure  the  security  of  the  local  elections  by  patrolling  tho 
mortar  belts  with  US  and  ARVI!  forces  and  replacing  Provincial  forces 
charged  with  the  defense  cf  fixed  installations  with  US  or  ARViJ  forces.  The 
Pro vine tel  farcos  were  then  freed  to  conduct  eocurity  operations  close  to 
the  villages  aid  hamlets  in  which  the  elections  were  being  held.  On  the 
days  of  tho  el  actions  Brigade  units  stayed  out  of  the  populated  areas  com¬ 
pletely. 

(2)  Tet  1969:  The  critical  period  for  Tet  was  considered  to  be  tho 
entire  non  til  of  February.  The  Brigade  concentrated  on  ambushing  and  patrol- 
lino  at  night  and  combined  search  operations  during  the  day.  ilo  cordons 
wero  conducted  during  the  month. 

(a)  The  saturation  ambushing  and  patrolling  paid  off.  Dur..  0  the  Tet 
period  no  known  Cnery  terrorist  activities  occurred  in  tho  AO,  and  captured 
documents  state*!  that  the  ener.y  felt  that  he  could  no  longer  enter  tho 
populated  portions  of  Trieu  Phong,  Hai  Lang,  or  Mai  Linh  through  the  part 
of  the  Brigade  AO  west  of  Route  1.  In  addition  the  onery  was  not  able  to 
launch  an  attack  upon  fi_ondly  forces  or  installations  during  the  Tet 
period  (in  Ohe  case  an  onery  mortar  squad  ins  ambushod  and  seven  (7)  of 
the  olght  (8)  wore  Id  Hod  as  they  attempted  to  mevo  to  a  firing  position  in 
the  vicinity  of  LZ  Sharon). 

(b)  The  emphasis  during  daylight  was  on  tho  combined  search  operations. 
Elomantg  tha.  Brigade,  Provincial  forces  and  1st  ARVN  Regt  continually 
searched  mil  known  ar  suspected  areas  that  the  enemy  liad  used  as  assembly 
areas  in  the  past. 
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(3)  Local  Elections  (March  1969)*  In  preparation  for  the  local 
elections*  careful  plans  ucre  dravin  up  by  the  Vietnamese  to  insure  that 
the  Provincial  forces  would  be  able  to  secure  tho  voters. 


(a)  To  provide  niaxLmur.i  security  the  elections  were  spread  over  the 
first  four  Sundays  in  March  so  that  there  would  bo  sufficient  Provincial 
forcos  in  all  of  the  villages  and  hamlets  in  which  elections  wore  being  held. 
In  cooperation  with  Provincial  authorities*  tho  Brigade  assumed  responsibility 
for  the  defense  of  tho  critical  bridge b  in  the  AO  from  0600  hrs  to  1800  hrs 
during  each  election  day.  Assuming  responsibility  for  the  bridges  allowed 
the  Provincial  forces  to  secure  the  voters.  The  Brigade*  in  conjunction 

with  the  1st  ARVII  itogt*  also  patrolled  tho  mortar  belts  during  the  elections 
and  was  prepared  to  assist  any  RF  or  PF  force  that  might  haw  been  attacked, 

(b)  During  March  and  the  first  part  of  April  tho  Brigade  bo came  heavily 
committed  in  the  Leatherneck  Square  area  and  at  Khe  Sanh*  thus  not  until  9 
March  was  the  Brigade  able  to  pi',  co  its  maximum  off  orb  in  support  of  the 
elections s  Despite  other  conmitmonts  the  Brigade  was  able  to  accomplish  all 
of  Its  missions.  Ho  incident  was  roper  ted  to  have  token  place  during  any 

of  the  elections. 


(U)  Iticc  Denial:  After  close  coordination  with  Quang  Tri  Province, 
i-ico  Denial  operations  bc{_an  on  23  April  196 9, 

(a)  During  ti'.e:pcriod  of  this  repert  Rice  Denial  operations,  wye  e 
ccntratcd  or.  cutting  the  enemy* s  linos  of  communications*  protecting  the 
rice  farmers  while  they  harvest  their  crop*  and  preventing  the  VC  from 
stealing  the  rice,  Tho  1st  Ihf  Bdo*  3th  3hf  Div  (M)  has  concentrated  on 
cutting  off  tho  oncny»s  line  of  communications  by  constantly  ambushing  and 
patrolling  t he  cnemy*s  ri.ee  routes  and  likely  temp-rary  storage  areas.  The 
CVi;  fer ccs  have  directed  their  efforts  towards  protecting  tho  poopio  and 
their  crops. 

(b)  Pice  Denial  operations  will  ccxvtdnuo  through  15  Juno  1969  with 

o;  .phases  shifting  during  the  middle  of  May  to  ooarch  oporation3  design  £  to 
fiu'-i  eneny  r'.ec  caches. 


o.  Battle  of  Cam  Hung  (28  February  -  3  March):  On  21;  February  tho 
3d  Sock'.*  5th  Cav,  consisting  of  B  and  C  troops  and  tlio  Squadron  Head— 
quarters*  wa s  plaoed  "meter  the  operational  control  of  the  1st  Inf  Bde*  5th 
Inf  Div  (M)  and  on  27  February  the  Squadron  occupied  Con  Thicn  (ID117701)  md 
C2  (IDI306I46),  The  mission  of  the  Squadron  was  to  secure  land  clearing 
operations  northeast  of  02  and  conduct  anti-infiltration  and  strike  operations 
in  AO  GRLEii  (See  Inclosuro  3).  During  the  early  looming  hours  of  28  Feb¬ 
ruary  Quat  Xa  Hanlot  tkvs  mortared.  Crater  analysis  indicated  that  tho 
mortar  fire  may  have  cone  from  Cam  Rung  (ID079629).  Based  on  trio  crater 
analysis  and  on  othor  intoiu  igonco  provided  by  tho  Brigade  S2  indicating 
crony  proocnoe  at  Cam  Hung  the  3-5  Cav  dispatchod  the  3d  platoon  of  B  Troop 
into  the  area. 

(1)  At  15U0  hrs  on  20  February  3/E/3-5  Cav  tos  engaged  by  an  estimated 
HVA  company  at  YDO9O63O*  The  remainder  of  D  Trp  arxl  C/3-5  Cav  roinforcod  by 
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a  platoon  of  f^3-3  Marinos  movod  to  reinforce  tho  platoon.  The  car airy 
employing  air  and  artillory  on  onery  positions  and  likely  avenues  of  approach, 
closod  with  tho  onoiy  and  swept  tho  battle  aroa  finding  60  enemy  ICXA.  At 
1015  hrs  contact  was  broken  and  tho  cavalry  withdrew  to  defensive  positions. 
Tliroughout  tho  night  six  (6)  battoidos  of  Marino  /artillery,  two  (2)  batteries 
of  Airy  Artillery, and  the  USS  Mow  Jorsoy  fired  into  tho  area  and  on  dugpoctod 
cneny  routes  of  withdrawal.  Results  of  the  dny*s  action  were  one  (l)  03 
KIA,  nine  (9)  OS  VIIA  and  60  HVA  KIA. 


(2)  Tho  onomy  appeared  to  bo  fresh,  well  trained,  and  well  equipped 
with  now  uniforms  and  weapons.  The  onery  employed  small  arms,  machine 
guns  and  RPGs  and  he  fought  hard  and  well  to  defend  hiB  positions.  An 
assos3r,cnt  of  tho  cnony  actions  indicated  that  the  cavalry  had  probably  run 


into  a  forward  dofonsivo  position  for  a  largor  force  (possibly  a  Battalion 
or  regiment) *  Dasod  on  tho  above  estimate  of  the  enemy  situation  A/li-12 
Cav  was  ordered  to  more  from  the  vicinity  of  Quang  Tri  Combat  Baoo  (QTCB) 
to  an  assembly  area  at  jD1G2596  to  block  the  south  and  west  avenues  cf  with 


drawal.  The  troop  moved  at  00 ID  hrs  on  1  Mar  and  upon  arriving  in  the 
assembly  area  0330  hrs  was  placed  under  the  operational  ocntrol  of  >5 
Cav. 


(3)  At  dawn  on  tho  morning  of  1  Mar  aA-12  Cav  crossed  tho  Cam  Lb 
River  end  moved  north  to  regain  contact  with  tho  onory  while  B  and  C 
Troops  3-5  Cav  and  one  (1)  platoon  of  M/3-3  Marines  moved  back  into  tho 
area  of  the  previous  cLayfs  contact.  At  1050  hrs  C/3-5  Cav  rogainod  cent  act 
vie  YBO70639.  C  Troop  maneuvered  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  hie  positions 
while  A/U-12  Cav,  B/3-5  Cav  .nd  olemonts  of  ^3-3  Marines  moved  to  eoal  off 
the  battlo  area  and  prevent  the  enemy1 0  osc@po. 

(a)  Shortly  after  contact  was  rogainod  B/l^-6l  Much  was  moved  from  tD 
ELACK  (Seo  Inclosuro  2)  to  C2  (YD1366l$6)  to  act  as  Brigade  reserve.  At 
1250  hrs  C/1-3.1  Inf  was  air  assaulted  Into  tho-  battle  area  and  idnoori  imrfnr 

.0  operational  control  of  TP  3-9  Cav* 

(b)  Tliroue^out  the  day  air  strikes  and  artillery  wero  employed  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  assaults  by  tho  ground  troops  on  tire  onoiy  bunker  positions. 

Tho  encry  was  well  dug  in,  his  fortifications  were  extonsive  and  he  fought 
hard  to  hold  his  ground.  By  nightfall  the  encry  still  occupied  fortified 
positions  and  tho  Squadron  withdrew  to  defensive  positions  on  high  grourd 
around  the  cnoiy*o  locations.  In  an  attonpt  to  hold  the  eneny  in  position 
artillery  was  again  fired  on  the  enory  positions  throughout  tho  night  nrd 
ambus  ho  a  wore  placod  between  the  friendly  locations. 

(c)  Results  of  the  days  activitios  were:  two  (2)  US  KIA,  twoniyvflvo 
(25)  US  m  and  17  IIVA  ILIA  (as  a  rosult  of  constant  contacts  from  L050  hrs 
until  1730  hrs,  ranging  from  snipor  f  iro  to  hoavy  engagements  bo tween 
company  sized  units,  it  was  Impossible  to  chock  more  than  a  small,  part  of 
the  battle  area  for  onoiy  casualties).  In  addition, five  (5)  personnel 
carriers  and  four  (It)  ba.*?;  ww  damaged  and  placed  o-t  of  action  by  tho 
onomy. 
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(d)  At  012000H  Map  69  the  1st  Bn,  6lst  Inf  (M)  was  ordered  to  move  at 
020/00 H  Mar  69  with  a  jump  CP  and  ono  nech  rifle  coripony  from  L2  Sharon  to 
C2,  'file  battalion  was  to  regain  operational  control  of  BA-61  Inf  (M)  upon 
arrival  at  02  and  to  bo  prepared  to  attack  west  to  seize  hill  162  (ZD070o35) 
in  an  attest  to  prevent  cncr,y  oscapo  to  tne  nerthwost*  The  Brigade  jurqp 
CP  was  also  ordered  to  move  to  C2  to  control  the  op  ration* 

(U)  At  0700  lira  on  2  Mar  TF  1-61  Ihf  (M)  moved  with  the  Bdo  jump  CP 
to  C2  whore  TF  l~6l  Inf  (M)  was  reinforced  by  two  (2)  Marine  platoons*  By 
late  morning  tliore  had  been  no  slgnif leant  contact  so  the  61i5  east  west 
gridline  was  cstablislied  as  a  boundary  between  TF  3-5  Cav  and  TF  l-6l  Inf  (M)* 
TF  l-6l  Inf  (ll)  conducted  search  and  clear  operations  north  of  tbo  boundary 
while  TF  3=5  Cav  conducted  search  and  clear  operations  in  the  southern 
portion  of  AO  GREEil. 

(5)  Significant  contact  was  never  reestablished  with  the  enemy  lfchcu  h 
several  small  contacts  were  made  on  2  and  3  Marchs  By  the  evening  of  3  March 
TF  3-5  Cav  returned  to  Con  Tliien  and  02  while  TF  i~6l  Inf  (M)  continued 
search  and  clear  operations  in  the  western  half  of  AO  GREET!  until  O60GOOII 
liar  69  when  the  battalion  roturned  to  LZ  Sharon* 

(6)  Results: 

a*  Enemy s  During,  the  battle  of  Gam  Hung  tlic  cnory  lost  110  !!?A  KIA 
and  T3  individual  and  8  crow  served  weapons  captured*  hi  addLtLon,  212 
mortar  rounds  (lOli  60mm.  90  32mm  and  18  122mm)  weno  captured* 

b.  Friendly'-:  Personnel  losses  were  three  (3)  US  KIA  and  thirty-five 
(35)AJS  WIA.  Soven  (7)  personnel  carriers  and  sic  (6)  tasks  were  damaged 
(most  of  the  damage  iras  inflicted  by  anti-tank  mines)  * 

c.  Documents  captured  during  tho  battlo  indicate  that  two  (2)  battaii cno 
of  tub  27th  {!VA  Regt  lxire  in  the  C a# Hung  area  during  tho  battle.  After' 

the  first  two  day3  of  the  battle  the  enemy  moved  northwest-  into  tho  DMZ,  and 
could  not  be  pursued, 

d.  Task  Forco  Jtcnagon  (16  March  -  29  April):  Task  Force  Ilemagen  waB 
an  armor/mech  infarttry  task  force  which  opened  Route  9  to  Xhe  Sanh,  and 
conducted  reconnaissance  in  force  and  strike  operation  on  the  Khe  Sarih 
Plain*  From  16  March  to  11  April  IF  Remagen  was  controlled  by  TF  1-77 

Armor  end  from  31  April  through  29  April  it  was  controlled  by  TF  l~6l  Inf  (M)* 

(1)  Background: 

(a)  Intelligence: 

_I.  Enemy  strength  and  disposition  in  the  area  of  operations  was  unknown 
prior  to  starting  the  operation.  Intelligence  did  indicate  that  highway 
926,  which  connected  north- south  Route  92  in  Laos  with  enemy  base  areas  in 
Vietnam  entering  RVN  at  XD780234  and  running  east  to  XD985299  was  being  used 
by  the  NVA  to  transport  men  and  materials  into  South  Vietnam  by  wheeled 
vehicles.  Aerial  photos  showed  the  road  to  be  in  good  condition  with  signs 
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of  rocont  heavy  use.  In  addition,  Marine  reconnaissance  teams  had  reported 
hearing  tracked  vehicles  along  Route  926  during  the  hours  of  darkness, 
and  aerial  obdervera  had,  on  several  occasions  during  the  latter  part  of 
February  and  the  fttnt  of  March,  reported  suspected  tracked  vehicle  move¬ 
ment  along  the  same  route.  It  >ms  believed  that  the  tracked  vehicles,  if 
thoy  did  in  fact  exist,  yore  primo  movers  for  supply  and  or  artillery  con¬ 
voys,  but  tho  possibility  did  oxist  that  tho  orccy  had  moved  tanks  into 
tho  aroa  (onony  tanlcs  had  struck  tho  Lang  Voi  Special  Forcos  Camp  along 
Route  9,  thirteen  (13)  kHohotora  north  of  Route  926  during  tho  I960  eoigo 
of  Kho  Sanh). 

2,  Upon  first  entering  tha  area  around  Kho  3anh  (XD862398).  cn  19 
MarcK  69,  olemonts  cf  the  Task  Force  found  only  dgns  of  tho  1965  soigo. 

As  the  Task  Fence  pushed  on  clojor  to  tho  Laotian  berdor,  its  Dead  elements  ' 
passed  through  tho  Lang  Voi  Special  Fcrcos  Caitp  (XD79U361)©  Four  FT76  tanks, 
?Ji  of  uhieh  had  been  destroyed,  were  found  at  tho  location  along  with  an 
abundanco  cf  old  munitions  and  destroyed  oquipmoni  of  both  UVA  and  friendly 
fercoso  Mo  signs  0/  rocont  activity  were  apparent©  Mot  until  tho  lead' 
elements  reached  the  Xo  Pon  Ilivcr  (vicinity  XD7G03kO),  on  20  Maroh  1969, 
wore  thoro  any  signs  of  rocont  activity.  At  this  point  froBh  footprints  in 
tho  river  bottom  indicated  possible  platoon  sized  elements  had  been  in  the 
aroa  within  tho  last  2i|  hours.  Aerial  observer®  rep cr tod  signs  of  rocont 
activity  all  along  the  Xb  Pon  River  an  tho  Laotian  side  of  tho  border* 

Such  signs  as  gardens,  corrals,  and  fish  nets  along  the  banks  of  tho  river 
wore  soon  by  tlv?  Jcad  elements  of  tho  Task  Foreo.  Throughout  the  period 
of  23  Mar  69  through  29  April  1969,  elements  of  tho  Tadc  Force  spotted 
vehicle  lights  and  a  largo  amount  of  anti-aircraft  fire  almost  nightly  in 
the  vicinity'  a  tho  Co  Roc  Mountains  (XD7i£>317)*  Intelligence  reports,  red 
hazo  and  reports  from  aerial  observers  operating  in  the  vicinity  of  TF 
Ruyiiagen  duxirg  the  hours  of  darknoso  nil  indScnt^xl  that  there  ms  an  «xhrer,»ly 
largo  onery  ioroo  encamped  wst  of  tho  Co  Roc* 


3.  The  Aominating  torrain  feature  in  tho  area  of  operrt  ions  south 
of  Jfouto  9  fas  the  Co  Pun,  The  Co  Roc  is  a  granite  ridgo,  in  Ieos,  that 

_ •»  .  AUa  VTi'TO^olirt  onnfKr  f»e»f  +/\  ’YTY7AH QTI  +Vva«  crurfV;  +/v 

nj  ai  nnp  vii w  via  juj  |  u**v»  w 

VD7 53270 j  Varying  in  height  from  850  r,ictcrs  to  5l5  meters  above  soa 
level  tlieCo  Roc  is  about  300  meters  higher  than  the  Kho  Sanh  Plain  and  tho 
crest  of  the  ridge  is  only  one  to  throe  kilometers  inside  Laos*  From  their 
privileged  sanctuary  high  atop  the  Co  Roc  tho  enery  was  ablo  to  direct 
mortar  /iro  on  Task  Force  Remagon  as  it  raared  toward  Routo  926,  and  with 
artillery  tho  enemy  could  control  the  majority  of  the  Khe  Sanh  Plain.  Other 
than  iho  Co  Roc  the  terrain  in  the  area  of  operations  was  of  two  typos:  High 
atecj  mountains,  and  gently  rolling  plateau  covered  with  elephant  grass* 

Tho  nigh  stoop  mountains  wro  characterized  by  dense  undergrowth  and 
amorous  mountain  streams  and  ware  found  on  the  eastern  and  northern  portions 
cf  the  aroa.  Tho  slopes  of  the  mountains  wore  a  challenge  to  track  vehicles 
<ud  exceeded  sixty  percent  (60jS)  in  many  cases;  Seo  Inclosure  1  (Area  of 
(porations).  The  plateau  ran  gonorally  west  from  the  Khe  Sanh  aroa  and  to 
the  south  along  the  Xo  Pon  River  under  the  Co  Roc  with  elephant  grass  up 
to  fifteen  (15)  foot  high  covering  tlie  rcmaLndor  of  the  aroa.  Erosion  has 
caused  many  gullies  running  from  the  moiurtoins,  west  into  tic  Ka  Pon  River. 
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Cover  and  concoalment  was  good  for  dismounted  troops  throughout  tho  area 
and  concealment  for  tracked  vehicles  would  have  been  good  along  tho  Xe  Pon 
River,  There  the  troes  and  surrounding  vegetation  exceeded  100  feet  in 
height  in  most  areas,  except  that  the  area  was  so  dry  that  tho  vehicles 
could  be  oasiiy  spotted  by  the  dust  that  they  stirred  up  as  they  moved* 

U*  The  weather  for  the  period  16  March  to  12  April  was  oxtremoly  dry 
vithTno  rain.  Heat  inversion  caused  the  visibility  to  be  only  fair  during 
the  period  of  26  Mar  69  to  30  Mar  69*  Tho  reduced  visibility  was  an  asset 
on  the  Laotian  bordor*  Temperatures  ranged  from  the  mid  90*s  to  103°  F 
during  tho  period*  Throughout  the  operation  tho  weather  in  tho  pass  east 
of  Khe  Sanh  and  running  oast  by  northeast  was  characterized  by  low  clouds 
and  fog  which  lasted  until  mid  morning  each  day.  This  condition  hindered 
any  aircraft  from  entering  the  aroa  of  operations  prior  to  1000  hrs* 

During  the  last  two  weeks. tho  weather  turned  cool  and  several  rain  storms 
created  traf inability  problems  in  the  mountainous  areas. 

(2)  Oporation  Maine  Crag:  Based  on  tho  reports  of  heavy  enemy  vehicular 
traffic  along  Route  926,  and  tho  reports  of  possible  trackod  vehicle  move-- 
monts  in  tho  area,  the  3d  Marine  Division  launched  Operation  Maine  Crag  orl. 

15  March  1969,  Oporation  Maine  Crag  was  designed  to  bo  a  regimental  si^e 
soarch  and  clear  operation  along  tho  oastem  portion  of  Route'  926  and  around 
tho  Iaotinn  Salient  in  Quang  Tri  Province,  The  3d  Marine  Regt  landed  on 
LZiSaigon  (XD015275),  Paris  (XDOOO236),  Hanoi  (XD302310)  and  farrow  (m£c6I*8), 
The  Marines  novod  east  along  Route  926  searching  for  possible  oneiry  storage 

and  assembly  areas  trying  to  find  where  all  bf  the  traffic  along  Route  926 
had  terminated, 

(3)  Mission:  The  mission  of  TF  Romagon  was  toqxrn  Route  9  to.'Khc  Salih, 
cut  Route  926  in  support  of  the  3d  Marine  Regiment* a  operation  Maine  Crag, 
protect  the  3d  Marine  Regiment  from  on  attack  by  an  enemy  armor  thrust 
from  Laos,  conduct  yeconnaincnnoo  in  forco  oporat-ions  en  tho  Khe  Sanh 
Plain  end  to  conduct  strike  operations  as  directed  by  Task  Force  Hotel- 

(U)  Concept  of  operation: 

(a)  Task  Force  Remagen  was  to  stage  at  Ca  Lu  (YDOl5l|55)  on  36  March 
and  beginning;;  on  tho  morning  of  17  March  the  Tack  Force  was  to  novo  west 
opening  Raite  9  to  Khe  Sanh.  The  more  to  Iho  Sanh  was  to  be  a  deliberate  • 
move  with  the  scouts  and  engineers  clearing  the  road  of  mines  and  obstacles, 
tlic  raoch  infantry  securing  the  high  ground  along  tho  route,  and  the  artil¬ 
lery  displacing  as  needed  to  cover  the  lead  olements  of  the  Task  Farce, 

After  the  lead  elements  opened  the  route  tho  tank  company  and  comnand 
group  were  to  proceed  through  to  IChd  Sanh,  Frau  Ca  Lu  to  Khe  Sanh  21,9  Km 
of  Route  9  is  nothing  but  a  turning,  twisting  road  cut  out  of  the  side  of 
a  ateop  ridgolino.  In  short,  21,9  Km  of  Route  9  is  perfect  ambush  country 
and  TF  Romagon  was  not  going  to  take  any  chancos*  After  arriving  at  Khe 
Sanh  the  Task  Force  was  to  procoed  south  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  cut 
Route  926  and  protect  tho  opposed  flank  and  rear  of  tho  3d  Marine  Regt  from 
any  possible  onomy  armor  thrust  fro*  Laos0  Because  of  the  need  tb  get 
astride  Route  926  rapidly  tho  Task  Force  would  have  to  move  aL  ong  the 
relatively  entry  terrain  at  the  base  of  tho  Co  Roc0  Once  astride  Route  926 
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TF  Rojnagon  too  to  conduct  search  and  clear  operations  south  of  the  highway 
and  along  the  Laotian  bordor. 

(b)  Anothor  objective  of  Task  Force  Uemagon  tos  to  give  tho  enemy  cause 
to  think  about  tho  vulnerability  of  any  equipment  or  units  that  he  might 

try  and  move  from  Laos  into  Quang  Tri  using  tho  main  avenues  of  approach  into 
tho  province.  Ey  demonstrating  the  ability  of  a  mcch/armor  force  to 
operato  in  tho  difficult  terrain  around  and  to  the  south  of  Khe  Sanh  tho  ' 
oneny  vculd  not  only  realize  the  vulnerability  of  his  infiltration  routes,  but 
iJ«o  tho  vulnerability  of  his  main  linos  of  coirmunications  in  L..os  to  an 
ormorod  thrust-  would  also  bocome  quite  apparent. 

(c)  ^t  vm  decided  that  TF  Remagen  trould  operato  at  Khe  Sanh  without 

a  gijound  line  of  cormunicntions.  Because  of  tho  length  of  "bile  road  from  Ga 
Lu  to  Kho  Sanh,  tho  distance  that  the  Task  Force  planned  to  move  from  Kho 
Sanh  whilo  operating  in  the  area*  and  the  limited  combat  power  avnilablo 
to  the  task  forco  it  was  decided  not  to  waste  combat  power  on  the  security 
of  resupply  oporations.  All  resupply  to  include  all  gas,  oil  and  replace¬ 
ment  parts  for  the  vehicles  tos  to  bo  accomplished  by  air. 

(5)  Execution: 

* 

(a)  At  OoOO  hrs  on  1?  March  TF  uemagon  departed  Ca  Lu  for  Khe  Sari, 

The  scout  platoon  of  tho  1st  Bn,  77th  Armor  supported  by  the  attached 
ongineer  platoon,  dewaro  and  AVLB*b  led  tho  way.  Progress  tos  slot?  but 
steady  os  bypasses  around  destroyed  bridges  were  constructed,  AVBB*s  were 
used  repeatedly  to  span  washouts  and  fallen  bridges  and  the  road  tos  wept 
for  minos.  The  scouts  reached  XD921?|19  at  2035  hrs  and  established  a  nighi 
defensive  position  at  that  loc  atfon.  At  10O6OOH  March  the  so  out  3  and 
engineors  resumed  their  operations  westward.  D  Company,  1st  Bn,  6lst 

Inf  (M)  simultaneously  displaced  from  Ca  Lu  and  moved  to  socure  the  high 
ground  vie  XD9351O-0.  At  l&O  hrs  Btry  C,  1st  Bn,  kOth  Artillory  (105  SP) 
dlsplacod  from  Ca  Lu  to  XD92lltl9  to  provide  fire  support  for  the  Task  Force 
e.1fi..ionts  which  now  extended  along  Route  9  from  XD913hD3  east  to  Ca  Lu.  1 
07  nightfall,  the  scout  platoon  had.  crossed  the  last  barrier  to  traffic 
•and  spent  tho  night  on  the  Kho  Sanh  Plateau,  Their  arrival  on  the  plateau 
i.iaiiccd  the  reopening  of  Route  9  for  ormorod  traffic.  A  prodigious  amount 
of  engineering  off  orb  had  been' required  in  the  first  two  dcyou  Thirtoon 
(13)  hyp  asses  TOro  construe. ted.  tho  AVLB is  had  boon  launched  and  rccovoixsd 
six  (6)  times,  and  onony  anti^tnnk  mines  varo  discovered  and  destroyed  in 
two  locations  along  the  route,  C  Company,  1st  Bn,  77th  Armor  bogan  moving 
TOst  on  Route  9  at  190G00H  liar  69.  The  Task  Force  Command  Group  and  ' 
combat  trains  followed  C/1-77  Armor.  The  march  went  without  lncidont, 
and  all  Teak  Forco  olements  had  closed  on  the  plateau  within  five  (5)  hours, 
lead  elements  of  tho  Task  Forco  reached  Kho  Smh  by  noon,  where  they  were 
vi  oitod  by  ISQ  Stillwell,  XXIV  Corps  Commander. 

(b)  Ort  20  Moroh  TF  Romogon  rawed  through  tho  abandoned  Spocial  Forces 
carp  at  Lang  Vol  (XD795363)  and  then  turned  south  along  the  Laotian  bordor 
toward  Highway  926,  At  1520  hrt>  v>n  25  March  Tm  C  linked  up  with  A/1-3 
Marines  in  tho  vicinity  of  Highway  9? 6  and  established  a  niphb  prv.iticn  at 
XD777236.  Tho  battalion  )i.2n  mortar  platoon  and  the  ongineers  displaced  to 
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XD799255  to  support  the  teams*  Team  C  placod  an  anbush  at  the  point  ihore 
Highway  926  ontoro  South  Vietnam  after  orossing  the  Xe  Pon  River*  This 
ambush  engaged  3  to  $  enoiy  moving  through  the  fore!  sita  and  the  enany 
returned  fire*  A  search  of  the  area  the  following  morning  rovealed  blood 
trails  and  two  02mm  mortar  rounds  were  found  at  XD70O2i£« 

(c)  From  26-29  March  1969#  both  teams  conducted  extensive  search  md 
destroy  operations  north  and  south  of  Route  926  from  the  Laotian  border  to 
the  vicinity  of  tho  Laotian  Salient*  Approximately  200  square  kilometers 
wore  searched  with  negative  results*  Highway  926  was  found  to  bo  a  good 
dry  highway  for  wheeled  vehicles*  Observation  of  the  Laotian  aide  of  the 
river  rovealed  numerous  huts,  bunkers  and  trails*  On  the  night  of  29 
Mar  Ttoam  C  started  north  back  to  Kho  Sanh* 


(d)  At  300720H  Mar  69,  Team  B  and  tho  battalion  mortar  platoon  bqgon 
moving  north*  They  were  attacked  at  OO36  hrs  vicinity  >2)770239  by  an  iinknown 
sized  oneiiy  force*  One  tonic  was  damaged  by  an  anti-tank  mins,  and  another 
was  struck  by  an  IlPG.  Team  B  returned  tho  fire  and  swept  the  area.  Threo 
(3)  onemy  bodios  were  found*  Team  B  suffered  three  (3)  wounded  in  action 
and  both  damaged  tanks  wore  ropairod  in  their  field  locations*  Team  C 
had  sent  a  tank  platoon,  proceeded  by  a  mine  swoop  to  am,  in  reaction  to 
Team  B'8  firefight*  Following  tho  mine sire  op  team,  tho  load  tank  struck  what 
was  estimated  to  be  two  Chine se  Communist  plastic  AT  mines  stacked  one  on 
top  of  the  other*  The  detonation  blew  sections  of  tank  track  300  motors 
from  tho  vehicle,  and  loft  a  orator  seven  feet  in  diameter  by  four  feet 
deep*  While  securing  tlie  damaged  tack,  and  sweeping  the  area.  Team  C  dic= 
covered  and  destroyed  a  large  oney  cache  at  XD790255*  The  cache  contained 
tlie  following: 


02nm  mortar  rounds 

60m  mortar  rounds 

75mm  recoiloss  rifle  rounds 

5l  cal  1C  rounds 

37nm  rounds 

7*62i,r,i  rounds 

RFG  boosters 

Chicon  Lt  ED 

AK— 1+7  ammunition 

RPQ-2 

Chicom  grenades 
Mount,  $L  cal  ID 
Gas  Mask 

Plastic  anti-tank  mine 


1120  with  fuzes 
2lB  with  fugos 
06 

3#» 

20 

i5bo 

25 

1 

31(00 

2 

2 

2 


300 

1 


Team  B  passed  through  Team  C  and  moved  north  to  a  night  position  at  XD765292 
while  Team  0  secured  tho  badly  damaged  tank*  The  following  morning  (3106lj>H 
Mar  69)  Team  B  took  approximately  1D0  rds  of  82mm  mortar,  resulting  in 
one  (1)  friendly  IQA  and  six  (6)  WIA.  Counterbattery  fire  from  C/l-l£)  forty 
was  placed  on  tho  suspooted  mortar  position  in  Laos  and  the  enory  ceasod 
firo  at  06 51;  hrs*  At  0055  hrs  Team  C  took  three  (3)  rounds  of  82mm  froa  the 
Laotian  side  of  the  river  but  there  were  no  casualties*  At  1215  hrs.  Team  C 
came  unrlor  mortar  and  RPC*  fire.  A  7TR  from  I)  Company,  1-77  Armor  took  a  RFG 
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direct  hit,  dotonating  oix  (6)  LAWa  otorod  insldo  resulting  in  one  (1) 

KIA,  four  ([;)  WIA,  and  a  total  loss  of  tho  VTU,  Team  C  returned  firo  with 
tank  guns ,  suppressing  tho  onany  fire. 

(o)  Fran  2  through  6  April  196?  the  Task  Farce  was  involved  in  ex¬ 
tracting  tlic  damaged  vehicles  and  in  reloe  ating  trek  to  the  vicinity  of 
Khe  Scnh  whore  extensive  maintenance  was  performed.  It  must  bo  remembered 
that  all  of  the  replacement  parts,  to  include  tracks  and  power  packB, 
had  to  b3  delivered  by  air. 

(f.)  On  7  April  tho  Task  Face  moved  north  to  conduct  a  reconnaissance 
in  force  toward  LZ  Alpine  (XP/rj5530)  with  !Dn  C  while  Tm  B  conducted  ooarch 
and  clear  opo rations  west-narthweat  of  the  Kho  Sanh  airfield*  Dy  being 
ablo  to  move  from  Kho  Sanh  to  Alpine  the  armor /me ch  ferco  demonstrated  that 
armor  is  capable  of  Getting  astride  all  three  of  tire  main  routes  of  infil¬ 
tration  into  Quang  Tri  Provinco  from  Laos. 

(g)  On  9  April  an  accident  occurred  at  Vandergrift  Combat  Base.  Late 
iii  the  afternoon  a  Marino  CH~ii6  crashed  and  burned  plaeinG  the  Divisions 
forward  logistical  support  area  (ISA)  out  of  operation.  'The  LSa  at 
Vandergrift  was  tlio  solo  moans  of  support  for  TF  Romagen,  the  3d  Marine 
Rcgt  and  the  itth  Marine  luogt.  The  LSA  remained  closed  on  the  lQfch  and  did 
not  reopen  until  11  April,  Operations  by  TF  Romagen  were  able  to  continue 
unabated. 

(h)  On  the  night  of  10  April  1969,  after  the  LSA  had  been  closed  all 
day,  C/l-bO  Arty  secured  by  the  battalion  headquarters  tank  section  and 
the  scout  platoon  moved  to  XD611369  and  conducted  an  artillery  raid.  Tar¬ 
gets  consisted  of  i;0  to  vehicle  light  vie  XD7GO20O,  vehicle  lights  at 
XD761320,  XD772310,  and  grids  XD770310  andXD770300.  The  battery  fired 

HE,  95  WPj  and  70  VT  rounds.  There  were  U5  secondary  explosions-.,  including 
6  largo  flashes.  One  laitje  fire  was  star  tod. 

(i)  On  11  April  the  1st  Eh,  6lst  Inf  (M)  reliovcd  tho  1st  Bn,  77th  Armor 
„.s  the  control  lieadqunrters  of  TF  Remagcn.  At  13li5  hrs  tho  coramand  group, 
scout  platoon,  mortar  platoon  and  support  elements  of  the  1st  Bn,  77th  Armor 
departed  Khe  Sanh  and  after  a  97.6  Km  road  march  the  last  elements  arrived 

at  LZ  Haney  at  2030  hrs,  Wien  the  1st  Bn,  6lst  Inf  (M)  arrived  at  Khe  Sanh 
it  brought  with  it  A/1-61  Inf  (M),  A/l~77  Armor,  the  scout  and  mortar  . 
platoons  of  the  1st  Bn,  6lst  Inf  (M),  a  self  propelled  l55mm  howitzer  bat¬ 
tery  (3  howitzers)  and  two  (2)  Marino  0  inch  howitzers.  The  0  inch 
howitzers  broke  do to  before  they  reached  Ca  Lu  and  A/1-77  Armor  had  to  drag 
them  to  Ilie  Sanh  after  dark. 

(j)  After  arrival  at  Kho  Sanh  A/l-61  Inf  (M)  moved  toward  LZ  Alpine 
to  conduct  search  and  dear  operations  south  of  the  LZ  while  B/l—61  Ihf  (M) 
and  C/1-77  Armor  conducted  search  and  clear  operations  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kho  Sanh.  On  tho  13th  A/1-77  Armor  bogan  to  move  directly  south  from  Khe 
Sanh  toward  LZ  Saigon  (XD015275)  and  Route  926  attain  'ting  to  find  a  way 
through  tho  mountain  cm  r.  terrain  L'u.r-  would  allow  +’  .*  Tc..-"k  Forco  to  movo 
between  Route  926  and  IC10  Sanh  without  moving  along  tiic  base  cf  ulio  Co  Uoo. 
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(lc)  While  A/1-77  Armor  moved  south  the  reminder  of  the  Task  Force  made 
a  dash  for  the  Laotian  border.  Enploylng  TAG  air,  artillery  and  advancing 
directly  wost  from  Khe  Sanh  the  inech/armor  force  moved  toward  the  border 
sttempting  to  malco  the  oneny  boliovo  that  hie  lines  of  communications  in 
a'.oq  woro  in  danger,  and  tliat  ho  would  be  attacked  in  his  sanctuary*  The 
oeity  did  not  roact  to  the  feint. 

(1)  On  15  April  B/l-61  Inf  (M)  and  C/1-77  Armor  departed  Kho  Sanh  for 
1  Sharon  and  LZ  Haney  respectively*  Is  tho  conpanies  reached  Ca  Lu  tlio 
Olumns  split.  All  inoperable  vehicles  were  moved  along  Route  9  to  Dong  Ha 
ai  then  down  Route  1  to  their  final  destination  while  tho  remainder  of  tho 
onpenies  moved  through  tho  newly  oponed  Ba  Long  Valley  road*  As  B/l-61 
If  (M)  and  C/1-77  Armor  departod  Kho  Sanh  tho  two  (2)  0  inch  howltzorB 
tat  had  accompanied  TF  l~ol  Inf  (H)  on  its  move  to  Khe  Sanh  wero  re¬ 
tired  to  Vandergrift  Combat  Base* 

Cm)  On  19  April  tho  2d  Troop,  7th  ARVH  Cav,  reinforced  by  the  Recon 
(t,  l3t  ARVIi  Regt  moved  from  Gamp  Evans  to  Ca  Lu*  Eie  following  day  tho 
J-.Vil  n&ved  to  Khe  Sanh  and  uas  placed  under  the  operational  control  of  TF 
ftemagei,  After  arriving  at  IQic  Sanh  tho  ARVII  conducted  search  and  clear 
operations  north  of  the  airfield  and  then  west  toward  the  Laotian  border, 

(n)  On  21  April  A/ 1-77  Armor  reached  Highway  926.  After  spending 
the  nig’nt  astride  the  liighway,  A/1-77  Armor  returned  to  LZ  Saigon  th  ilo 
if. L-6l  Inf  (il)  novod  through  tho  tank  company,  turned  east  on  Highway  926 
aid  conducted  search  aid  clear  oporatLons  near  the  Laotian  SaLiont  in 

die  vicinity  of  ZP88#23. 

(o)  Cn  the  23rd  the  elements  of  TF  Remagen  that  had  been  working  along 
liighway  926  bcgoi  their  move  back  to  Khe  Sanh.  The  last  olb  r.ent  returned 
to  Khe  Sen  li  on  JU  April  and  the  Task  Force  performed  md.  ntenahpe  in  pre¬ 
paration  for  ite  scheduled  move  to  LZ  Sharon  on  2 6  April. 

(p)  At  0330  hours  on  2$  April  an  estimated  liVA  battalion  attacked  tho 
2d  Troop,  7th  ARVX  Cav  which  was  located  at  XDOl2ifLO.  The  attack  started 
with  a  hoav7  mortar  barrage  which  lasted  for  about  one  hour  (one  mortar 
round  landed  near  the  PDG  track  of  C/1-10  Arty  killing  tho  battery  executive 
officer  aid  wounding  every  man  in  tho  IDC).  Following  tho  mertar  fire  tlio 
onany  attAfikcd  the  ARVII  position  using  RFG*s,  small  firms  firo,  automat io  wea¬ 
pons  flror  flamethrowers  and  snail  satchel  charges,  At  0600  hours  tho  eneiry 
broke  contact  leaving  behind  33HVA  FIA.  A  further  search  of  the  oroa  re¬ 
sulted  is  tho  capture  of  12  AK-Jtf’o,  four  (k)  B-l0  launchers,  one  (1)  DiJfL 
launcher,  two  (2;  USDs,  one  (1)  bangalore  torpedo,  two  (2)  pole  charges,  i?0 
Chic  cm  gronaclos,  300  satchel  charges  and  ono  (1)'  flamethrower.  Friondly 
casualties  wore:  eight  (0)  ARVH  KIA,  10  ARVH  WIA,  cne  (1)  Australian  . 
advisor  KIA,  two  (2)  US  advisors  WIA,  two  (2)  US  KIA,  and  three  (3)  US  WIA. 
Three  (3)  ARVH  personnel  carriers  were  destroyed  and  ono  (1)  tank  from  A/1-77 
Armor  was  damagod. 

(a)  The  move  from  Kho  Smii  tizh  postponed  until  20  April  to  allow  Task 
Fcrco  lienagon  time  to  conduct  a  thorough  search  for  the  onony*  At  0J00 
lire  on  tho  20th  tho  enemy  attacked  onuj  again.  Tills  timo  the  main  attack  was 
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diroctod  against  Co.  A,  1st  Bn,  6lst  Inf  (M)  which  was  located  at  XD01i539O. 
The  coup  any  was  alerted  just  prior  to  the  start  of  tho  attack  by  a  lie- 
toning  post  ^ihioh  sprung  an  arirush  on  the  enery  as  thoy  were  moving  into 
position.  Tho  enery  attack  was  supported  by  llFG,  mortar,  small  arms  and 
automatic  woapons  firo.  Throwing  satchel  charges  and  using  flame  devices 
tho  enouy  ohargod  from  tho  southwest  but  was  uiablo  to  penetrate  the  per- 
imoter,  At  approximately  0$bP  hrs  the  orrery  broke  contact  and  disappeared 
into  tho  night.  While  A/1-61  Ihf  (M)  was  under  attack  both  2/7  ARV1I  and 
tho  Task  Force  CP  woro  probod  by  tho  oneiy  ground  forces.  2/7  /JIVII  moved 
to  L/l-61  Inf’s  location  and  svrept  the  area.  The  day  waa  rpent  attempting 
to  regain  contact  and  at  1100  hra  C/1-11  Inf  was  air  assaulted  into  an'LZ 
near  the  IQ10  Sanh  airfield.  Contact  was  not  re-established* 

1.  Friendly  casualties  wore  five  (5)  KIA  and  35  WIA.  3h  addition, 

tiro  X2)  105mm  SP  howitzors  and  one  M5U0  Cargo  carrier  were  damaged  wnilo  one 
(1)  M113A1  personnel  carrier,  one  (1)  Ml*0A3  tonic,  one  (1)  water  trailer  and 
one  (1)  M5U0  woro  destroyed,  (one  of  tho  H5Ws  woe  loaded  with  105mm  am¬ 
munition  which  exploded  causing  most  of  tho  friondly  casualties). 

2,  The  cneiy  lost  3U  I17A  ICEA  and  abandoned  tho  foUcrdng  equipment: 

15  /JT-ltfs,  one  (1)  nPL,  two  (2)  RPG-2s,  500  satchel  charges  and  76  RPG 
rounds, 

(r)  Enery  units  involved  in  tho  contacts  of  25  and  20  April  have  boon 
idontifiod  as  olements  of  •'  .10  57th  and  9th  Rogts,  30hth  IIVA  Idv, 

(s)  At  0700  hrs  on  29  April  TF  Remagen  began  its  move  from  Khe  Sanh 
back  to  its  horn  base.  Because  of  the  enany  attacks  on  the  25th  and  20th 
it  was  anticipated  that  the  enouy  had  mined  the  road  from  Kho  Sanh  to  Ca 
Lu  ancl  that  lie  might  try  and  attack  tho  Task  Fcrcc  while  it  was  on  the 
road.  The  move  to  Ca  Lu  was  slow  and  careful  but  by  12i|6  hrs  the  lead 
element  had  roachcd  Ca  Lu  without  incident  and  by  2150  hrs  tho  last  voh« 
talc  returned  to  LZ  Sharon,  a  distance  of  00  grueling  kilometers. 

(6)  Logistics:  Because  tho  bridgos  behind  TF  Uemagcn  were  removed  the 
operation  was  a  test  of  the  ability  to  resupply,  and  keep  an  armored  fcrco 
operable  without  the  use  of  ground  lines  of  0 onmunic at  ions •  ^la  Brigade 
established  a  forward  support  element  (FSE)  at  Vnndergrift  Combat  Base 
where  supplies  and  repair  parts  wore  assomblod  for  shipment  by  helicopter 
to  TF  Remagen,  Both  battalions  maintained  coubat  trains  with  TF  Iteracgen 
which  consisted  of  tracked  maintenance  and  resupply  vehicles,  the  majority 
of  tho  mechanics  and  a  portion  of  tho  battalion  supply  section.  At  Vandcr- 
grift,  with  tho  FSB,  the  battalions  maintained  their  PLL  personnol  and 
most  of  tho  remainder  of  their  supply  sections. 

(a)  All  typo 3  of  Class  1  woro  available  at  Vandergrift.  Sundry  packs 
wore  issued  on  tho  basis  of  one  (1)  paok  por  100  raon  every  two  (2)  days. 

Iho  USHC  Class  I  point  issued  one  (1)  A-ration  meal  por  day.  Because  of 
tho  difficulty  of  diafcrdhutiig  A-ratrlons,  CU-ratdnns  v.wre  usod  about  90$ 
of  the  timo. 
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(b)  Class  III  was  available,  cneoepfc  for  acsaa  dpeaial  items  aunh  as  OH-O 
(cherry  juice)  and  LSA  (lubricatinG  oil,  semi-fluid),  in  large  containers. 

By  anticipating  requirements,  sufficient  quantities  of  packaged  PGL  were 
ordered  from  Brigade  stocks  to  moot  demands  as  they  arose.  Five-Hundred 
gallon  rubter  drum3  to  re  used  to  carry  75,000  gallons  of  fuel  to  the  manp¬ 
ower  elements. 

(c)  There  ms  no  difficulty  in  timing  aiununition.  The  Brigade  S-u 
and  the  Marine  Logistics  Support  Unit  (LSU)  Commander  arranged  an  arnmurttion 
accountability  transfer  that  enabled  the  TF  Lemagen  3-U  to  draw  Class' T 
quickly  a  Specialized  items  such  as  l£mm  antdwoiroraft  (duster),  iy(9y\ 
claymores,  and  hand  flares  to  re  not  available  in  largo  quantities  bat  could 
bo  ordered  through  the  LSU*  lion-emergency  delivery  was  normally  made  1-2 
days  after  ordering*  The  105m  battery  fired  over  7,000  rounds  and  the 
Olmr.1  mortars  fired  approximately  4,000  rounds  during  the  first  three  w«oks 
of  the  operation. 

(d)  The  USM3  ISA  scheduling  system  for  helicopter  logistical  support 
caused  the  -reatest  logistical  problem.  Helicopters  were  not  dedicated 

to  the  supper t  of  TF  Itoraagcn  and  tlio  LSA  scheduling  system  requires  precise 
locations  and  times  for  delivery  the  afternoon  before  the  supplies  are  to 
bo  delivered*.  With  all  units  maneuvering,  it  vas  extremely  difficult  to 
comply  rath  the  ISA  system.  A  better  resupply  syBtem  would  have  been  for 
the*  USI-83  to  a”ply  all  helicopter  support  to  its  priorities  until  TF  Lemagen 
vva  in  a  position  to  bo  resupplied*  then  aocoontrate  on  TF  Reraagen  needs 
until  c enrol® ted.  ”ith  an  average  of  30  minutes  per  round  trip,  four  (U) 
heavy  lift  0??4t7)  ho .lio enters  could  have  met  TF  Remngen’s  average  daily 
resupply  requirements  in  hours*  lh  addition  a  Brigade  UB-1  was  used 
Icily  for  re* tail  distribution  of  the  parts,  mail  aid  meals  from  the  combat 
trains  areas  to  the  users* 

(o)  Second  echelon  maintenance  support  was  available  from  the  oanbat 
trains  and  a  contact  team  from  D  Company,  75th  Support  BattaUnn  was  In 
the  field  during  mont  of  the  operation  to  provide  direct  support*  In  ad» 
ii.ta.cn  the  Brigade  provided  repair  parte  end  direct  support  maintenance 
for  the  2SL  Troon*  7th  ARV1J  Gav*  While  operating  under  combat  concdtLons, 
the  maintenanco  teams  performed  all  required  functions  to  include  the  pu>* 
ling  of  power  packs  to  adjust  or  replace  themo 

(f )  Following  is  a  summary  of  the  logistical  activities'  required  to 
support  TF  lSeanasen.  It  must  be  remembered  that  all  ro supply,  uo  include 
replacement  parte  such  as  .power  packs,  was  acccsqxlishcd  by  air. 


CLASS  I 
teals 

Sundry  packs 

CLASS  in 

Mogas 

Diesel 


93  pallets  (55,662  nnals)  . 
96 


19*550  gallons 
56,b50  gallons 
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CLASS  in 

Q£  50 

065  Gallons 

CE  30 

900  Gallons. 

CE  10 

330  Gallons 

Drciko  f  Tuid 

45  .saUcnsi 

gaa 

110  Gallons: 

ISA 

'56  Gallons: 

GO  90 

90  Gallons 

Hydraulic  fluid 

71  gallons 

CLASS  V 

I05mm 

Gj2G3  rounds 

8lmm 

4,6??  rounds 

4.2" 

2,330  rounds 

90mm  tanlc 

522  rounds 

*.30  cal 
7,62mn 
ijOmm 

Hand  flares 
Free  Grenades 

l55mm 

0" 

UQmm  (duster) 

CLASS  IX:  Items  lifted  below  are 


59* 200  rounds 
174,000  rounds 
5760  rounds 

62k 

606 

1,044  rounds 
l£0  rounds 
12,256  rounds 
items  that  ware 


replaced.  This 


does  not  include  items  that  were  "pulled11  and  adjusted  or  repaired  in  the 
fin  ld0 


L»77  Armor  (16  Liar  -  11  Apr) 


TAiUCS 

Enj;ino  3 

Transi.ri.ssion  2 

Starter  1 

Track  3  sots 

Coup  Idler  Arm  1 

MOO 

It/final  drive  2 

Track  2  sets 

Generator  1 

Comp  Tiller  Arm  1 


L-77  Armor  (16  Mar  »»  11  Apr). 

M  H3Al/t-$77Al 

Eneino  3 

Track  6  {»£s 

Transmission  0 
Final  Drive  I 


QftAHD  TOTALS, 


3 

2 

1 

3 

1 


2 

2 

1 

1 

1h$1  Ifcch  (12.  Apt  -  2Q  Apr)* 
ML13A1/M577A1 

SSngine  6  9 

Track  7  s«ts-  X3 

Transmission  4  4 

Final  Drive  3  4 
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1-77  Armor  (16  Mar  -  11  Apr)  L«6l  Meoh  (12  Apr  ~  20  Apr). 

M  106 A1  M  106AI 

Engino  1  Engine  1  2 

M  325/a 

Engine  1  1 

Transmission  1  1 

*  Vehicles  not  ropairod  by  20  April  wore  evacuated  with  the  move  of  the 
Task  Force  to  LZ  Sharon* 

(7)  For  farty-sovon  (4?)  clays  on  ariror/mcch  force  had  operated  in 
the  norths stern  mountains  of  South  Vietnam  along  tho  Laotian  ber  der,  Excopt 
for  tho  early  uerning  hours  of  2 $  and  20  April  no  major  battles  wore 
fought,  but  tho  1st  Edo,  $th  Inf  Div  (M)  had  proved  that  armcr  can  operate 
in  difficult  torrain  over  extended  distances  without  a  ground  line  of 
communications*  In  moving  at  will  from  Alpine  to  Route  926  along  tho 
Laotian  border  Task  Force  Remagen  has  given  the  enemy  cans®  for  concom. 

The  enemy's  lire e  of  coinmunicabions  in  Laos  are  vulnerable.  A  tank  infantry 
forco,  which  is  totally  supplied  by  air  arid  therefore  not  subjoct  to  being 
destroyed  by  cutting  off  its  logistical  tail#  could  enter  Laos#  move  to 
Route  92  then  turn  south  and  stiv  e  along  tho  uKo  Clii  Mnh  Trail”  • 

e.  Montana  Mauler  (22  March  -  2  April):  Ry  22  March  available  infor¬ 
mation  indicated  ihat.  olements  of  tho  2?th  IIVA  Regt  wero  again  operating  in 
the  area  in  wlrlch  the  battlo  of  Cam  Hung  had  been  fought  earlier  in  the 
month.  During  the  period  15-22  March  tho  Can  Lo  (ID120595)  area  and  Route 
9  from  Cam  lo  to  Vandorgrift  Combat  Base  (YDOCO A90)  experienced  a  significant 
increase  in'  enciy  activity  which  was  characterized  by  minings#  harassing 
mortar  fire#  RPG  fire#  aiiall  arms  fire  and  numerous  eneiry  sightings. 

nature  of  the  enemy  activities  indicated  that  tlio  27th  Rogt  probably  bad 
"the  mission  of  interdicting  Route  9*  To  determine  tho  eneny  situation 
and  attempt  to  eliminate  the  enemy  threat  to  Route  9  a  roconnaissanco  in 
force  operation  was  to  be  conducted  by  IF  3-5  Cav.  TF  3-5  Cav  was  to  move 
through  *he  Kho  Chua  Valley  searching  tho  draws#  conducting  reconnaissance 
by  firo,  and  attempting  to  gain  contact  with  elements  of  the  27th  HVA  Rogti. 
that  toro  believod  to  be  operating  in  tho  area.  The  general,  traco  of  the 
roconnaissanco  in  force  was  to  bo  as  follows:  ID.U136I6,  YED1j0620#  YD000600# 
>1965595,  XD9C0570,  and  XD9055U5* 

(1)  Cporation  Montana  Mauler  begcur  on  22  March  when  TF  3-5  Cav  departed 
C2  and  headed  through  tlio  Kho  Chua  Valley*  Initially  Montana  Mauler  was 
a  reconnaissance  in  force  operation  in  which  a  cavalry  squadron  ud.  ng  two 
armored  cavalry  troops,  a  combat  englncor  platoon  and  two  light  infantry 
platoons  searched  for  tho  onory,  located him  and  developed  the  tuatidn  for 
tho  Brigade .  Once  tho  situation  had  boon  developed  tho  Brigade  then  cotv- 
mitted  two  light  infantry  battalions  (one  US  and  one  ARVN)  to  assault  the 
enemy’s  position  and  destroy  him  in  place.  As  the  infantry  closed  with  the 
enemy  the  cavalry  withdrew  frem  the  area  of  immediate  contact  and  moved 
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around  the  friendly  forces  to  tho  opposito  side  of  the  tattle  area  to 
assume  a  screening  mission  in  order  to  protect  tho  infantry  battalions 
from  enony  attacks  luunohod  from  within  tlio  DKZ, 

(2)  During  the  first  two  days  of  the  operation  oremy  contact  was  fre¬ 
quent  but  sporadic.  On  tho  third  day  TF  3-5  Cav  encountered  tho  primary 
defensive  positions  of  the  enemy.  Two  (2)  coirponios  wore  ontrenchod  in 
camouflaged  bunkora  at  YDOlr662lj.  and  !D0lil6l6  with  a  light  soroming  force 
established  between  the  two  positions.  1/3-9  Marino a  air  assaulted  inio 
tke  battle  during  the  afternoon  and  was  placod  0PC01I  to  TF  3-5  Cav. 

Fighting  was  hoavy  on  the  2l|th  until  the  late  afternoon  when  tho  onomrf  now 
estimated  to  bo  a  battalion  in  strength,  began  bo  diminish  his  attacks. 

During  the  evening  of  24  March  it  was  decided  that  the  Equation  had 
boon  sufficiently  devclopod  by  TF  3-5  Cav  to  commit  two  (2)  eoi,^=nies  and 
the  battalion  hoadquarters  of  the  1st  Bn,  lith  Inf  to  tho  fight, 

'3)  During  tlio  aftomoon  of  25  March  A  and  D  Corpanloe  and  the  battalion 
hoadqiartoro  of  the  1st  Dn,  11th  Inf  air  assaulted  into  an  LZ  on  the  high 
ground  north  of  the  previous  dzyis  battlo  (IDOl;3623),  The  battalion  («) 
landed  without  incidont  and  throughout  tho  day  contact  was  light  and  sporadic 
for  both  battalions,  Tho  lock  of  cent  act  in  tho  volley  on  25  March  gave 
cause  to  suspect  that  tho  NVA  had  raovod  north.  Accordingly  plans  woro  raado 
for  the  1st  Dn,  11th  Inf  (-),  with  1/3*9  Marines  01X3011,  to  more  north  to 
regain  contact, 

(il)  2d  March  turned  out  to  be  the  first  of  four  (U)  days  of  hoavy 
fighting  for  tlio  1st  Dn,  11th  Inf,  At  0330  hrs  the  battalion  was  attacked 
by  small  arms,  automatic  weapons,  DFQ*s  and  mortar  fire  from  tho  nerth,  west 
and  east.  At  0000  hrs  the  battalion  jumped  off  in  the  attack  and  almost 
ii-.modiv.tcly  contact  was  gained.  Alrotrikas  and  artillory  pounded  tho  onoiry 
positions,  but  with  oach  pass  the  fighter/*  oirorof+-  »*oooi»oil  n  hnrtvr  ralume 
of  automatic  weapons  firo  and  the  oneny  refused  to  tfcdge.  After  ejqxndQnoing 
'  vent  difficulty  with  tho  onory  and  tho  heat  (the  first  timo  d  nee  October 
bunt  tlio  reathor  had  boon  hotj  105°  F)  the  1-11  3hf  returned  to  their 
positions  of  the  previous  night  end  prepared  to  resume  tbs  attack  on  tho  2?bh,, 

(5)  The  IstDn,  11th  Inf  bagnn  to  attack  north  at  0715  hrs  on  2?  Maroli, 

A  and  D  Go'f  strong  resistance  but  by  noon  tho  onomy  had  been  rooted 
out  of  his  bunkers  on  tho  in  terms  diato  objective  and  C/1-11  Inf  was  air 
assaulted  into  a  position  north  of  tho  main  onony  posLtion  (Rill  200  at 
YDSl^). 

(a)  As  C/1-11  Inf  air  assaulted  into  their  LZ  it  was  immediately 
brought  under  intense  onony  mortar  firo  from  tho  nerthwest#  Tho  coop  any 
commander  was  wounded  and  evacuated  and  the  mortar  attack  did  not  stop  until 
alrstrikoa  could  bo  placod  on  tho  mortar  positions, 

(b)  Daring  tho  afternoon  A  and  D  Co*s  pressod  on  and  seized  their 
objootivos,  but  tho  onony  immediately  oounterattackod  oach  coup  any.  By  1717 
hrs  tho  oneny  attaoks  wore  repulsed  but  tlio  price  had  been  high,  B  Co  lost 
oil  of  its  officora,  oxoept  for  its  FO  who  conrmclod  tho  company  throughout 
the  afternoon.  At  lOOO  hrs  tho  two  platoons  of  D/1-11  Jhf  that  had  boon  with 
the  3d  Sqdn,  5th  Cav  moved  to  reinforce  B/l-11  Inf. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

17 


f 


CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBL-C  30  May  1969 

SUBJECT  i  Operational  Report  -  lessons  Ieamod  fcr  Period  Ending  30  April 

1969. 

(c)  The  day  had  cost  the  1st  Bn,  11th  Inf  13  KIA,  ono  (l)  KCS  ICLA  and 
30  UIA.  Enemy  casualties  for  the  day  were  120  IIVA  KIA. 

(6)  20  March  v/as  devoted  to  cleaning  up  small  pockets  of  eneny  resis¬ 
tance,  resupply  and  reorganization.  Although  no  major  engagements  took 
place  the  casualties  romaL  nocl  high.  Tho  1st  Dn,  11th  Inf  suffored  one  (1) 

ICLA  and  k6  VJIA  while  60  HVA  were  killed. 

(a)  Sinco  the  26th  the  3 -9  Ca v  had  remained  in  tho  Kho  Chua  Valley. 

On  the  20th  the  Squadron  was  given  tho  mission  of  moving  to  the  right  flank 
of  the  battle  area  to  be  in  a  position  on  the  29th  to  supper t  C/L-U  Inf 
on  Hill  200  YDOu361w)»  The  cavalry  moved  into  position,  and  during  the 
night  A  Troop  received  two  (2)  probing  attacks. 

(b)  During  the  oourse  of  the  battle  on  20  March  it  became  evident  that 
the  Brigade  did  not  have  the  forcos  in  the  battle  area  to  completely  encircle 
the  enemy  and  prevent  his  escape.  Coordination  Tias  made  with  the  2d  AKV1I 
hogt,  1st  ARVII  Div  and  it  was  decided  to  commit  the  1st  Bn,  2d  AJLV1I  Rcgt 

to  tho  operation,  Plans  called  for  tlio  battalion  to  bo  air  assaulted  on  to 
Hill  262  (YD03l6lji.'.)  during  the  morning  of  29  March  in  an  attempt  to  block 
cscapo  routos. 

(7)  29  March  was  the  last  day  of  heavy  fighting. 

(a)  Action  was  initiated  when  DA-H  Infj  moving  to  secure  a  position 
in  support  of  an  air  assault  by  1/3-9  Marine  s,  was"  engaged  by  an  HVA  fcrco 
in  a  bunker  couple  x.  llontoxic  riot  control  agents,  airstrikes  and  small 
arms  fires  were  used  to  root  the  enemy  out  of  his  pcs  it  ions*  While  •  the 
air  assault  of  3/3-9  Marines  was  In  progress  elements  of  A/L-ll  Inf,  which 
load  boen  moving  north  altng  a  ridge  (ID036635),  came  under  heavy  counterattack 
by  an  estimated  HVA  Go*  The  eneny  attacked  from  the  north  and  attempted  to 
=ut  off  the  Icrxl  platoon®  As  B/!W1  moved  to  reinfer ce  A  Co  both  companies 
cane  under  heavy  mortar  attack.  The  eneny  attack  was  boaton  off,  but 
throughout  the  remainder  of  tho  dry  the  1st  Bn.  11th  Inf  continued  to  rooolvn 
sporadic  mortar  fire. 

(b)  The  planned  air  assault  of  hill  262  by  tho  1st  Bn,  2d  ARVH  Hegt 
was  changod  and  tho  1st  and  3d  companies  landed  on  an  LZ  at  HO636I16 
while  the  2d  and  lith  companies  landed  on  an  LZ  at  ID067635.  After  landing, 

1-2  ARVil  moved  toward  the  ©  uti  ern  boundary  of  tlio  DIE  in  an  attenpt  to 
cut  off  tho  eneny  0 scape  routes.  Only  sporadic  contact  was  made  by  the 

AH VII  battalion  during  the  dzy. 

(c)  results  for  29  March  were:  19  friendly  WIA,  enemy  KIA  and  two 
(2)  crony  G2mm  mortars  destroyed. 

(8)  On  the  30th  and  31st  of  March  tho  1st  Dn,  11th  Inf  searched  tho 
battle  area  while  1-2  JJIVU  moved  to  and  searched  along  tlio  southern' odgo 
of  the  DIE  west  of  Con  Thden  from  WO$£68$  to  TD039679*  TF  3-9  Cav,  roin- 
forced  by  tho  3d  Co,  2d  Bn,  2d  Ah VII  Rcgt  screened  the  northern  flank  of  the 
battle  area  and  mdatainod  a  one  troop  reaction  forco  at  Con  Tlticru  Significant 
ground  oontneb  was  not  rc oatabli .shod  by  tho  1st  Bn,  11th  Inf  or  the  3d  Sqcln, 

I* 
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5th  Cav  but  at  1102  hours  vio  YD026665  the  2d  and  ijth  Co*s  1st  Bn,  2d 
-A*iVII  Uegt  i.iado  contact  with  an  estimated  enony  Co  (-)#  Tho  onemy  broko 
contact  at  1530  hi*s  leaving  15  dead  behind:  tho  ARVN  suffered  no  friendly 

kia*b. 

(9)  Tholast  two  days  of  -  Operation  Montana  Mauler,  1  and  2  April,  wero 
without  contact#  Tho  1st  Bn,  11th  Inf  cenductod  search  and  clear  operations 
back  over  the  battle  area  meving  oast-southeast  looking  for  bypassed  eneny 
positions  and  personnel#  1-2  ARVN  continued  its  search  along  the  oouthotn 
boundary  of  tho  DtE  and  then  joined  TF  1-11  Inf  a. id  searched  tho  northern 
half  of  tho  battle  aroa#  TF  3-5  Cav  continued  to  screon  the  northern  flank# 

(10)  During  Operation  Montana  Mauler  the  1st  .tnf  Bde,  5th  3hf  Div  (M) 
had  boon  in  contact  with  at  least  tvro  battalions  of  tho  27th  i!7A  Regt,  Docu¬ 
ments  captured  during;  Operation  Montana  Mauler  Identified  the  3d  and  l;th  Co*s 
xst  Bn,  and  2d  and  3rd  Cols  3d  EhJ  27th  UVA’Rogt#  The  .losses  suffered  by 

the  27th  Rogt  have  ( reatly  reduced  tho  combat  effectiveness  of  the  Hogt  and 
indications  ?ro  that  tho  Regt  has  returned  to  North  Vietnam#  SLnco  the 
completion  of  Operation  Montana  Mailer  eneny  initiated  ineddert s  in  tho 
Cam  Lo  area  and  along  Hwy  9  havo  significantly  deoroaaed# 

(11)  Results 2 

(a)  Friendly  Casualties; 


ARM? 

USI'E 

ARVN 

CUMULATIVE 

KIA 

21  (KGS) 

1 

0 

22 

VIA 

150 

11 

20 

171 

DOW 

2 

0 

0 

2 

(b)  Emery  Casualties; 

(1)  Cumulative ;  ICLAs  27U,  Hv;  0,  C3VDEF*  0,  HOI  CHAlBl  0,  INC*  31, 

CSJCi  17 

(2)  Inflicted  try  US  Forces!  KIA*  2li6,  FWl  0,  CIVDEFt  0,  HOI  CH/UK  0., 

3TDi  |7,  CSVCj  6 

(3)  I  flirted  by  AttVN*  KIA:  20,  FW:  0,  CX/TEF:  0,  HOI  CHAMHs  0,  IWCt  ll*, 

CSWC:  31 

f,  'Ellis  Ravine  (8  April  -  15  April):  On  0  Airil  tho  it  Ihf.Bde,  |fth 
Inf  Liv  (M)  bogan  a  combined  search  and  clear,  and  road  building  ope  rot  in 
in  tho  B&  Lon;;  Valley  west  of  Quang  Tri.  City#  Tho  op  ration  waB  conductel 
in  coordination  and  cooporation  with  the  1st  and  2d  ARVN  Regie  and  lasted 
until  15  April# 

(l)  Elements  of  the  Brigade  that  participated  in  tho  op  ration  were 
the  1st  Bn,  31th  Inf  and  the  3d  Squadron,  5th  Cav#  The  1st  Bn,  11th  3hf 
Was  reinforced  by  tho  addition  of  ono  Cav  Troop  (i/U-12  Cav)  and  an  engineer 
platoon  (Reinf )  from  the  organic  Brigade  Qginoer  Company  (A/7  Engr),  while 
the  3d  Sqdn,  5th  Cav  consisted  of  A  and  B  Troops  3-5  Cav,  D/l-H  Inf  and 
a  reinforced  engineer  placoor.  from  A/7  Engr. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

1* 


AVBL-C 

SUBJECT: 


CONFIDENTIAL 

30  1%  1969 

Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  Period  Ending  30  April 
1969. 

(2)  TF  3-3'  Cav  mred  to  Ca  Lu  (YDOl3b5S)  on  7  April  and  began  operations 
into  the  valley  from  the  west.  TF  1«11  Inf  departed  LZ  Sharon  on  0  April 
and  entered  the  valley  from  the  east*  The  task  forces  oonducted  recon- 

na is son co  in  force  and  search  and  cloar  operations  dosignod  to  destroy  the 
enemy  and  his  caches  in  the  valloy.  As  the  battalions  mev  ed  into  tho 
valley  they  built  a  road  from  Phuoc  lion  CD3O0ij69)  to  Oa  Lu*  On  11  April 
tho  engineer  platoons  opened  the  road  to  tracked  vehicle  s  but  much  10  rk 
remained  to  bo  done  before  the  road  was  passable  to  wheeled  vehicles* 

On  i3  April  TF  3-3  Oav  departed  the  valley  for  operations  in  "leatherneck 
Square11  and  TF  1-11  Inf  remained  in  tho  valley  until  13  April  when  the  rogd 
had  been  made  passable  to  wheeled  vehicles*  The  only  cnony  contact  during 
the  operation  by  dements  of  tho  Brigade  was  made  on  13  April  when  2 A3/1-U 
Inf  spotted  two  (2)  VC  on  a  trail  and  killed  one  of  them. 

(3)  V/hilc  the  Bdo  was  building  the  road  tho  2d  ARVR  Regt  landed  one 
battalion  at  IZ  Holcomb  (YD119h32.)  and  conducted  soarch  and  clear  operations 
in  the  mountains  north  of  tlie  Da  Long  valley  (See  Inclosuro  6)*  South  of 
the  valley  the  1st  ARAB  I  Rcgt  landed  one  battalion  at  LZ  Bavis-Hill  (YD233290) 
and  conducted  soarch  and  clear  operations  toward  tho  north#  l!o  major  con¬ 
tacts  were  gained  by  eithor  Regiment* 

(It)  .Ellis  liavine  had  not  resulted  in  tlie  destruction  of  any  enemy 
forces  or  caches,  but  an  alternate  supply  route  was  opened  between  Quang 
Tri  Combat  Base  and  Vandergrift  Combat  Base* 

g.  Summary:  During  tho  reporting  period  the  Brigade  proved  that  a 
Mechanized  Infantry  Brigade  is  capable  of  operating  in  rough  terrain  without 
ground  lines  of  communications,  fighting  main  force  EVA  Regiments  and  pricing 
closely  with  the  GVE  forces  in  the  pacification  offort*  Total  results  for 
the  reporting  period  were: 

Enemy  KIA:  561  (h26  EVA,  153  VC) 

Enemy  POT*  30  (12  EVA,  10  VC) 

Hoi  Chanh:  ?  (i|  at  Hie  Sanli) 

Individual  Wbapons  Capturod:  132 

Crew  Served  Weapons  Captured:  19 

Civil  Dcfcndentsr  20 

2*  SECTIOH  II  -  LESSORS  IEAPJED: 
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a.  Personnel:  None 

b.  Operations: 

(1)  Enemy  mining: 

(a)  Observation:  Plastic  mines  have  taken  a  heavy  toll  in  damaged 
vehicles  and  casualties.  Enemy  mining  usually  follows  recent  use  of  a  road 
or  trail. 

(b)  Evaluation:  It  is  not  always  feasible  to  conduct  deliberate  mine 
sweep  operations  in  front  of  an  armored  column  due  to  the  resultant  delay. 

Fven  with  mine  detection  equipment,  it  is  very  difficult  to  insure  that  all  of 
the  mines  have  been  located.  A  strong  contributor  to  mine  damage  is  repassage 
over  an  area  within  a  short  time  span.  The  enemy  observes  armored  movement 
and  can  assume  that  the  force  will  be  required  tfc  retrace  its  steps.  When  this 
is  so,  he  mines  in  the  probable  area  of  travel. 

(c)  Recommendation:  Armor  movement  should  planned  to  avoid  using  the 
same  route  more  than  once  during  an  operation.  If  the  route  must  be  used  more 
than  once,  there  should  be  ambushes  or  other  forms  of  security  placed  along 
the  road  to  prevent  enemy  mining  incidents,  or  the  road  must  be  swept  again. 
Whereever  possible,  armored  vehicles  should  not  double  back  on  their  old  tracks. 

(2)  Tactical  Dozers: 

(a)  Observation:  Dozers  were  used  in  support  of  armor  operations  to  con¬ 
struct  pioneer  roads  concurrent  with  the  movement  of  the  main  body  of  tanks, 

APCs  and  self-propelled  artillery,  or  to  construct  tactical  crossings  where 
obstacles  halt  cross  country  movement.  Road  construction  is  often  not  estab¬ 
lished  as  a  separate  effort  preceding  or  following  tactical  operations. 

(b)  Evaluation:  In  the  above  role,  the  dozers  are  expected  to  maneuver 
with  the  tanks  and  APCs  but  the  standard  engineer  dozer  is  not  capable  of 
traveling  at  the  speed  of  a  tank.  The  CEV  and  the  dozer  tank  are  capable  of 
traveling  with  the  tanks  and  personnel  carriers  but  they  have  proven  to  be 
unreliable,  and  the  blade  of  both  is  relatively  unmaneuverable. 

(c)  Recommendation:  It  is  recommended  that  an  armored  dozer  be  develop¬ 
ed  that  is  capable  of  traveling  at  the  speed  of  armored  vehicles  over  extend¬ 
ed  distances,  and  performing  earth  moving  tasks  similar  to  those  of  a  stan¬ 
dard  bulldozer. 

(3)  Employment  of  Improved  Conventional  Munitions  (ICM)  on  Seismic 
Intrusion  Device  (SID)  Detected  Targets: 

(a)  Observation:  The  employment  of  ICM  on  SID  detected  targets  has 
proven  to  be  an  extremely  effective  means  of  engaging  the  enemy. 

During  this  reporting  period,  the  use  of  ICM  on  SID 
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detected  targets  has  produced  seventeen  (17)  confirmed  enemy  KlAs.  The  key 
to  the  employment  of  this  munition  lies  in  the  ability  of  the  firing  element 
to  place  accurate  and  timely  fires  on  the  target  area  within  seconds  after  the 
enemy  is  detected.  The.  computation  of  firing  data  for  this  type  of  munition 
is  time  consuming,  thus  timely  fires  can  be  deliveredonly  if  data  if  computed 
prior  to  activation  of  SID. 

(c)  Recommendation:  It  .s  recommended  that  data  for  the  use  of  ICM  on 
SID  detected  targets  be  recomputed  each  time  a  meteorological  message  is  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  fire  direction  center.  By  using  this  method  of  computing  firing 
data,  fires  have  been  placed  on  SID  detected  targets  in  as  little  as  eighteen 
(18)  seconds. 

(4)  Addition  of  a  Fourth  Firing  Battery  to  the  DS  Artillery  Battalion: 

(a)  Observation:  During  the  nine  months  this  Brigade  has  been  in  Vietnam 
the  need  for  additional  organic  artillery  support  has  been  apparent. 

(b)  Evaluation:  During  the  nine  months  this  Brigade  has  been  in  Vietnam, 
it  has  been  habitually  responsible  for  areas  of  operations  which  have  been  too 
large  to  be  covered  completely  by  three  organic  155mm  (SP)  Howitzer  batteries. 

By  careful  selection  of  firing  positions  it  has  been  possible  to  maintain  mutual 
fire  support  between  adjacent  firing  batteries,  but  the  massing  of  fires  of  all 
three  DS  batteries  has  proven  unattainable.  Normally  this  Brigade  has  organic, 
attached  or  operational  control  of  from  four  to  six  battalion  size  maneuver 
elements.  As  a  result  the  DS  artillery  battalion  normally  controls  the  fires 

of  from  four  to  six  batteries  of  artillery.  The  additional  batteries  of  arti¬ 
llery  are  normally  provided  from  XXIV  Corps  Artillery  resources.  Due  to  the 
nature  of  this  low- intensity  conflict,  maneuvering  forces  are  often  employed 
as  independent  platoon,  squad  and  fire  team  size  elements.  This  increases 
the  amount  of  area  covered,  requires  forward  observer  teams  below  company  level 
anu  increases  the  requirement  for  DS  artillery  fires.  In  addition  to  the 
responsibilities  inherent  to  the  DS  artillery  mission,  direct  support  artillery 
fire  is  provided  in  Vietnam  on  an  area  basis  to  ARVN  units,  RF  and  PF  units, 
combined  Action  Groups,  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrols,  Ranger  Teams  and 
Special  Forces  Teams. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  a  fourth  organic  firing  battery,  preferably 

a  105mrc  towed  battery,  be  added  to  the  DS  artillery  battalion.  This  would  pro¬ 
vide  the  Brigade  with  organic,  helicopter  liftable  artillery  for  support  of 
its  foot-mobile  infantry  battalion.  The  addition  of  a  fourth  firing  battery 
would  not  require  any  significant  augmentation  of  personnel  or  equipment 
authorized  the  HQ  and  service  battery  of  the  DS  artillery  battalion. 

(5)  Tactical  Fords: 

(a)  Observation:  When  moving  mechanized  forces  through  difficult  terrain, 
or  constructing  a  tank-trail,  a  tactical  ford  is  an  excellent  method  of  cros¬ 
sing  streams  or  dry  gaps. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Bridging  and  culverts  are  both  difficult  to  transport 
on  tactical  operations  and  relatively  vulnerable  to  enemy  action  and  rain 
once  implaced.  A  simple  method  of  overcoming  this  type  of  obstacle  is  to 
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construct  a  tactical  ford  using  locally  available  material.  First,  push  large 
boulders  or  blast  rock  into  the  gap,  then  place  smaller  rock  on  top  of  the 
boulders.  The  large  rock  contains  gaps  which  allows  the  water  to  flow  through 
the  ford,  while  the  smaller  rock  provides  a  compact  roadway  for  the  vehicles. 

The  tactical  ford  is  less  vulnerable  to  enemy  action  than  a  bridge  or  culvert, 
requires  no  transport  prior  to  construction,  and  is  less  likely  to  wash  out  during 
heavy  rains  than  either  a  bridge  or  a  culvert.  The  tactical  ford  requires  very 
little  maintenance. 

(c)  Recommendation:  When  the  proper  materials  are  available,  it  is 
recommended  that  tactical  fords,  not  bridges  or  culverts,  be  used  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  tank  trails  or  obstacle  crossings. 

(6)  Performance  of  the  M48A3  Tank: 

(a)  Observation:  The  M48A3  tank,  as  employed  by  the  Brigade,  has  per¬ 
formed  in  an  outstanding  manner. 

(b)  Evaluation:  During  the  reporting  period,  M48A3  tanks  were  issued  to 
replace  the  M48A2C  tank.  The  improved  characteristics  of  the  A3  were  immediately 
obvious  and  gave  the  Brigade  the  capability  to  go  places  and  do  things  not 
formerly  possible  with  the  A2C.  With  the  increased  cruising  range  over  the 
gasoline  driven  A2C  the  unit  was  able  to  maneuver  in  the  AO  for  up  to  four  (4) 
days  without  fuel  resupply.  The  power  of  the  engine  and  the  reliability  of  the 
power  train  permitted  tanks  to  climb  steep  slopes,  and  maneuver  in  mountainous 
jungle  terrain. 

c.  Training:  Training  of  Unit  CBR  Personnel: 

(1)  Observation:  Turnover  of  personnel  in  Vietnam  plus  applications  of 
chemical  material  not  encountered  in  CONUS  or  Europe  result  in  a  lack  of  trained 
CBR  personnel  at  unit  level. 

(2)  Evaluation:  Unit  CBR  officers  and  NCOs  can  be  trained  by  chemical 
personnel  at  Brigade  and  Division  level.  The  86th  Chemical  Detachment  assisted 
in  conducting  three,  8  hour  unit  chemical  operations  courses  between  the  period 
24  February  to  4  April.  Significant  improvement  in  unit  chemical  operations, 
especially  maintenance  of  CBR  equipment,  has  been  observed  as  a  result  of  this 
training. 

(3)  Recommendation:  That  other  organizations  present  similar  courses 

to  train  unit  CBR  personnel.  The  program  of  instruction  presented  by  the  1st 
Brigade,  5th  Infantry  Division  is  included  as  inclosure  7. 

d.  Intelligence:  Aerial  Photographs: 

(1)  Observation:  Aerial  photos  were  requested  for  upcoming  operations  on 
two  different  occasions.  Each  time  they  were  requested  seventy-two  (72)  hours 
prior  to  the  time  they  were  needed.  On  each  occasion  neither  the  readout  of 
the  photographs  nor  the  photographs  themselves  were  received  until  after  the 
operation  had  begun. 
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(.2)  Evaluation:  It  takes  more  than  72  hours  for  the  read-out  and  photo¬ 
graphs  to  be  processed.  It  normally  takes  six  days  to  receive  any  results. 

(3)  Recommendation:  It  is  recommended  that  the  Brigade  be  authorized  to 
place  requests  for  aerial  photography  directly  to  XXIV  Corps,  and  that  the 
resultant  photography  be  sent  directly  to  the  Brigade  MI  detachment  for  read¬ 
out.  This  system  would  cut  out  several  time  consuming  steps  in  the  processing 
of  aerial  photographs  and  the  read-out  of  the  photography  of  the  Brigade's  MI 
detachment  would  insure  that  the  information  required  by  the  Brigade  was  pro¬ 
cessed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  If  the  above  system  can  not  be  adopted  then 
it  is  requested  that  the  aerial  photographic  support  system  in  northern  I  Corps 
be  examined  with  a  view  toward  shortening  the  time  lapse  between  request  and 
delivery  of  information. 

e.  Logistics: 

(1)  Fuel  Transfer  Pump: 

(a)  Observation:  Due  to  the  requirements  for  resupply  of  fuel  to  a  com¬ 
pany  that  is  some  distance  from  the  forward  support  area,  a  fuel  tanker,  with 
security,  must  be  sent  to  that  unit  thus  diluting  the  combat  power  of  the  unit 
involved.  A  more  adequate  system  is  needed  for  units  that  are  isolated,  or 

at  a  great  distance  from  the  forward  support  area.  A  gravity  feed  system  was 
used  by  C/1-77  Armor  during  TF  Remagen,  but  this  system  requires  a  VTR  to 
lift  the  fuel  bladder. 

(b)  Evaluation:  An  electrical  pump  system  is  required  for  transfer  of 
fuel  from  a  rubber  fuel  pod  that  has  been  airlifted  to  the  using  element. 

(c)  Recommendation:  An  electrical  pump  system  be  made  for  transfer  of 
fuel  from  a  rubber  fuel  pod  that  has  been  air  lifted  to  the  using  element. 

This  pump  system  can  be  made  using  a  M113  bilge  pump.  Components  needed  to 
lubricate  this  pump  are:  Valve  assy  for  the  pod;  hose  assy  rubber  FSN: 
4720-718-6020;  hose  assy  rubber  FSN  4720-716-6013;  nozzle,  fuel  FSN  4930-902- 
4642;  bilge  pump  FSN  2580-697-9643;  toggle  switch  for  cutting  on  and  off; 
male  connection  to  hose  assembly  to  be  welded  to  the  bilge  pump;  and  female 
connection  FSN  4940-360-0711.  The  power  to  operate  the  pump  can  come  from 
any  vehicle. 

(2)  Use  of  500  gallon  POL  bladder: 

(a)  Observation:  The  500  gallon  rubber  POL  bladder  is  easily  damaged 
by  aerial  movement. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  rubber  POL  bladder  has  heavy  metal  reinforcements 
at  each  end  for  lifting  straps.  If  the  filled  bladder  is  slung  by  a  strap 
on  each  end,  the  cylinder  rotates  in  flight,  often  damaging  the  bladder. 

(c)  Recommendation:  The  filled  bladder  should  be  slung  by  attaching 
two  lifting  straps  to  the  same  end.  This  prevents  rotation  in  flight  and 
minimizes  damage  to  the  tank. 

(3)  Operations  on  sandy  terrain: 
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(a)  Observation:  While  operating  on  sandy  terrain  near  Wunder  Beach 
in  the  Northern  I  Corps  Tactical  Zone,  maintenance  of  tracked  vehicles  be¬ 
came  a  major  problem  due  to  an  increase  in  suspension  system  component  failures. 

(b)  Eva.uation:  Sandy  Terrain  and  beaches  cause  track  vehicle  suspension 
systems  to  wear  out  much  faster  than  normal  operations.  Normal  Pll  stocks  are 
quickly  depleted  and  suspension  system  repair  parts  become  critical  items. 
Complete  replacement  of  road  wheels  and  sprockets  can  be  expected  every  90-120 
days  (M113A1  sprockets  must  be  replaced  every  30-45  days). 

(c)  Recommendation:  Units  alerted  to  operate  in  sandy  or  beach  areas 
should  increase  their  ASL/P11  of  suspension  system  repair  parts.  Increased 
attention  to  operator  and  organizational  maintenance  is  also  required. 

f.  Organization:  None 

g.  Communications: 

(1)  FM  Retransmission: 

(a)  Observation:  During  TF  Remagen  the  Brigade  was  required  to  establish 
a  FM  retransmission  station  at  FSB  Cates.  FSB  Cates  cannot  be  reached  by 
vehicle  and  the  retransmission  unit  had  to  be  airlifted  into  position. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Such  a  mission  requires  a  lightweight,  portable  and 
sturdy  mount  for  the  AN/VRC  49.  The  mount  must  include  a  location  for  antennas 
and  a  power  supply.  The  need  for  this  type  of  mount  is  not  limited  to  TF 
Remagen.  On  many  airmobile  operations  a  FM  retransmission  station  has  been 
established  on  remote  Fire  Support  Bases,  and  in  this  AO  the  3rd  Marine  Recon 
Bn  (A  LRRP  Bn)  is  constantly  establishing  isolated  retransmission  stations  on 
isolated  hilltops. 

(c)  Recommendation:  It  is  recommended  that  a  mount  for  the  AN/VRC  49 
be  developed  that  can  be  used  as  mentioned  above,  as  well  as  in  a  vehicle. 

(2)  KAC  Codes: 

(a*)  Observation:  The  KAC  codes  now  issued  to  Army  units  have  proved 
impractical  for  troop  use  in  the  field. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  small  printing  and  slow  decryption  and  encryption 
have  caused  units  not  to  use  the  authentication/numerical  code.  Disenchant¬ 
ment  with  the  published,  approved  codes  has  resulted  in  some  units  attempting 
to  develop  their  own  "shackle"  codes.  The  use  of  such  an  insecure  code  is 
dangerous  to  unit  security. 

(c)  Recommendation:  It  is  recommended  that  an  approved  and  simplified 
authentication/numerical  code  be  developed  to  replace  the  KACs  now  in  use. 


25 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBL-C  30  Hay  196? 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  Period  Ending  30  April 
1969. 


A  fast,  reliable,  code  suitable  for  use  in  helicopters  and  moving  tracked 
vehicles,  and  legible  under  low  ambient  light  conditions  would  materially 
improve  communications  security. 


DISTRIBUTION: 

2  -  CINCUSARPAC  ATTN:  GPOPQDT  APO  9655 6 

2  -  HQ,  USARY  ATTN:  AVHGC-DST 

3  -  OG,  XU Y  Corns  ATTN:  G-3 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AYII-GCT  (30  May  69)  let  Ind 

SUBJECTj  Operation  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  1st  Brigade,  5th  Infantry 
Division  (Mech)  for  the  Period  Ending  30  April  1969. 

DA,  Headquarters,  XXIV  Corps,  APO  San  Francisco  96308  ,  ■,  ■,  iqnc 

TO:  Commanding  General,  United  States  Army,  Vietnam,  APO  96375 

1.  (U)  The  1st  Brigade,  5th  Infantry  Division  (Mech)  Operational  Report  - 
Lessons  Learned  has  been  revieved  at  this  headquarters  and  is  forwarded  in 
accordance  with  USARV  Regulation  525-15. 

2.  (C)  Reference  Section  1,  Operations,  Significant  Activities.  Para¬ 
graph  e(1l)  (b)  (2)  page  19.  Enemy  losses  inflicted  by  US  Forces  in 
Operation  Montana  Mauler  are  reported  in  the  ORLL  as  246  HA,  17  individual 
and  6  crew  served  weapons  captured.  These  figures  represent  only  the  task 
organization  of  the  1st  Brigade,  5th  Infantry  Division  (Mech).  Total  for 
the  operation  as  reported  by  the  3d  Karine  Division  is  300  enemy  HA,  36 
individual  and  7  crew  served  weapons  captured. 

3.  (C)  Except  as  noted  bilow,  HQ,  XXIV  Corps  concurs  without  further  com¬ 
ment  on  Commander's  observation,  evaluations,  and  recommendations  listed  in 
section  2  of  the  report.  Comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  paragraph  2b(4)  page  22.  Nonconcur  with  recommendation 
to  add  a  105mm  towed  firing  battery  to  the  DS  battalions. 

(1)  Addition  of  a  105mm  towed  battery  would  create  a  nonhomogenous 
organization  that  would  increase  the  complexity  of  fire  direction  control, 
and  burden  the  maintenance  and  supply  system.  This  headquarter's.  recognizes 
the  occasional  need  for  an  airmobile  artillery  battery  in  the  brigade  AO. 

To  meet  this  requirement,  a  Corps  Artillery  105mm  Towed  Battery  is  habitually 
positioned  in  the  3d  Marine  Division  AO  to  be  available  for  such  support. 

(2)  USACDC  is  conducting  a  study  to  determine  the  feasibility  of 

ad  ling  a  fourth  firing  battery  to  the  divisional  direct  support  artillery. 
This  headquarters  concurred  in  the  proposal  based  on  experience  within  XXIV 
Corps.  One  of  the  overriding  reasons  for  this  concurrence  was  the  fact  that 
the  airmobile  divisions  have  customarily  had  more  maneuver  battalions  than 
accompanying  direct  support  artillery  batteries.  This  condition  does  not 
hold  true  in  the  l/5th  Mech.  Many  division  operations  in  the  western  part 
of  the  AO,  away  from  the  coastal  plains,  dictates  the  use  of  airmobile 
artillory.  In  some  cases,  CorpB  Artillery  self-propelled  assets  (light  and 
medium)  cannot  be  used  because  of  the  inaccessibility  of  the  remote  fire 
support  bases.  As  a  result  the  divisions  have  on  occasion  resorted  to 
splitting  batteries  in  an  attempt  to  give  artillery  coverage  to  each  maneuver 
element.  When  this  is  done,  the  overall  effectiveness  of  the  artillery  is 
degraded,  not  to  mention  the  command  and  control  as  well  as  supply  problems 


27 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


2  'J  JUH  1969 

AVII-GCT  (30  May  69) 

SUBJECT!  Operation  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  for  1st  Brigade,  5th  Infantry 
Division  (Mech)  for  the  Period  Ending  30  April  1969 

encountered.  These  problems  are  compensated  for  by  the  alternate  solution  of 
providing  a  Corps  Artillery  unit  as  mentioned  above. 

(3)  The  addition  of  a  155mm  self-propelled  battery  would  create  additional 
problems  in  personnel,  command  and  control,  and  logistical  a reaa.  The  need  for 
another  hattery  to  give  a  capability  of  massing  fires  in  itself  is  not  valid 
since  targets  are  seldom  acquired  which  justify  the  battalion  method  of  attack. 
The  provision  of  a  fourth  battery  would  not  necessarily  guarantee  the  capability 
of  massing  fires  of  two  (2)  or  more  batteries. 

b.  Reference  paragraph  d,  page  23.  Nonconcur  in  the  Brigade  solution  to 
by-pass  division  and  deal  directly  with  XXIV  Corps  in  requesting  aerial 
photographs. 

c.  Reference  paragraph  2e(l)  (c)  page  23.  Concur  with  commander's 
recommendation  with  one  exception.  The  electrical  pump  listed  in  the  recom¬ 
mendation,  i.e.  bilge  pump  FSN  2580-697-9643,  is  a  low  capacity  water  pump 
not  intended  to  pump  fuel.  An  authorized  pump  assembly  for  use  with  the 
500  gallon  collapsible  drums  is  described  and  illustrated  in  TM  10-1101, 
Petroleum  Handling  Equipment  and  Operations,  per  a graph  25.  Ihe  pump  can  be 
requisitioned  separately,  if  desired.  It  is  pumning  unit,  fueling  and  defuel- 
ing,  50GFM,  electric  motor  driven,  FSN  4930-889-1642. 

d.  Reference  paragraph  2e(2)  (c)  page  24.  Nonconcur^  the  500  gallon 
collapsible  drum  is  made  of  fabric  impregnated  with  fuel  resistant,  synthetic 
rubber  with  metal  closure  plate  on  each  end.  Each  has  swivel  ring  with 
anchor  shackles  for  hook  out.  The  drum  is  designed  for  lifting  by  both  ends 
simultaneously  as  described  in  Hi  10-1101,  paragraph  9,  and  TM  10-8110-201-15, 
Operator,  Organizational,  Field  and  Depot  Maintenance  Manual  for  the  item. 

The  strain  of  rep  ;ated  sling  out  utilizing  one  closure  plate  is  more  than  the 
drum  was  designed  to  stand.  Using  shorter  3lings,  12  feet  rather  than  16  feet 
models  eliminates  excessive  in  flight  rotation.  The  only  reason  a  drum  might 
burst  in  flight  by  collasping  in  the  center  would  be  failure  to  completely 
fill  the  drum  30  that  it  is  rigid.  Unit  has  been  informed  to  fill  drums, 
completely  under  pressure,  to  provide  rigidity  and  continue  using  sling  »ut 
attachment  at  both  ends  as  intended  by  the  designer. 


H.R.TA'^pDR 
CPT.  \GC 
ASST  AG 

* 
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LUbJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  for  Period  Lncling  30  April  1969 
HEADQUARTERS,  Uftli'fJvD  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  963752  9  -HJl  1969 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  9655S 

1 .  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1969  from  Headquarters, 

1st  Infantry  Brigade,  "5th  Infantry  ilf\a s  ion ( Me c h ) , 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Tactical  Dozers,"  section  II,  page 
21,  paragraph  2b(2);  nonconcur.  The  tank  dozer  was  developed  to  assist  in 
the  reduction  of  obstacles  and  to  perform  rough  dozer  work  to  assist  in  the 
passage  of  armor  and  mechanized  traffic.  As  pointed  out,  in  the  evaluation 
portion  of  the  comment,  both  the  CEV  and  tank  dozer  are  capable  of  keeping 
up  with  the  prolonged  cross  country  pace  of  an  armor  column.  If  the  blade 
portion  of  the  CmV  and  tank  dozer  have  proven  unreliable,  an  L1R  should  be 
submitted  to  improve  the  equipment.  The  greater  maneuverability  and  blade 
control  of  the  military  standard  bull  dozer  are  not  required  to  permit  pas¬ 
sage  of  an  armored  column. 

b.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Construction  of  Tactical  Fords," 
section  II,  page  22,  paragraph  2b( 5) j  nonconcur.  The  construction  of  a 
rock  ford  will  dam  the  flow  of  water  in  a  stream  bed,  regardless  of  the 
size  of  rock  used.  During  the  rainy  season  this  could  cause  severe  flo¬ 
oding  problems,  or  cause  the  ford  to  be  washed  downstream.  If  time  per¬ 
mits,  it  is  best  to  use  the  backfilled  culvert  type  of  construction  as 
crossing  sites. 

c.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "FM  retransmission,"  section  II, 
page  25,  paragraph  g(l);  nonconcur.  The  occasional  requirement  for  a 
mount  of  this  type  does  not  justify  the  development  of  such  an  item  nor 
would  the  development  constitute  a  material  improvement  over  a  locally 
fabricated  frame.  There  is  no  requirement  for  the  use  of  such  a  frame  on 

a  vehicle  because  existing  standard  installation  kits  are  readily  available. 

d.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "KAC  Codes,"  section  II,  page  25, 
paragraph  g(2)j  concur.  The  problem  has  been  previously  recognized  by  this 
headquarters.  The  1st  Infantry  Division  is  scheduled  to  test  such  a  code, 
which  has  been  recently  developed  by  NSA,  during  August-Ser-tember  1969. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Qy  furn: 

1st  Inf  Bde,  5th  inf  Div 
XaIV  Corps 
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C.  D.  WILSON 
1LT,  AGC 

Assistant  Adjutant  General 
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GPOP-DT  (30  May  69)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  1st  Infantry  Brigade, 

5th  Infantry  Division  for  Period  Ending  30  April 
1969,  RCS  CSFOR-6 5  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  AJFO  San  Francisco  96558  gg  AUG  69 

1'0:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
Department  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forward¬ 
ing  indorsements  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


CpT,  AGC 


mil  AG 
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